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2016 Guest 
Speakers 

January Meeting:          
Pat Rizenbergs 

February:                     
Rick Sutton 

March: Tammy Horn 

April: Phil Craft  

May: Dorothey 
Morgan and Pat 
Rizenbergs  

June: Ray Tucker and 
LCBA members  

July: LCBA members  

August: Laura Rogers  

September : LCBA 
members 

See Page 5  for detailed 
information about meeting 
topics!

Lake Cumberland 
Beekeepers’ Association

Pat Rizenbergs, LCBA 
Veteran Beekeeper/
Instructor will share how 
she feeds her bees in the 
winter. She will show how to 
make fondant step by step. 
She will begin cooking the 
fondant before the meeting 
and finish after.

Commercial Bee-
keeper, Rick Sutton 
will share making 
splits,  his exciting 
stories of beekeeping 
and the history of 
G.D. Hieronymus the 
man who designed 
the double screened 
re-queen board.

Editors: Dorothey Morgan and Pat Rizenbergs                                
Photographer: Imants Rizenbergs 
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            Memberships  

2015 ended with LCBA's 
membership being the largest in 
its history. There were a total of 
53 memberships and most were 
family making that total 71! 

What is in store for the Lake 
Cumberland Beekeepers Association 
in 2016?  Hopefully everyone 
estimated their hive’s honey stores so 
their bees will have plenty to eat this 
winter.  A concern we all have is if 
the bee cluster will be able to move 
about in the hive to reach honey 
stores during the frigid winter.  

Many of us have experienced bees 
starving, although there was food within the hive, but too far 
or simply the bee’s inability to get to the food due to freezing 
temperatures. !

I hope everyone has adequately ventilated their hives 
for winter.  Even placing a ¼ inch piece of wood under the 
outer cover can help. Condensation within the hive box can 
cause the water to freeze, killing your bees.  Remember bees 
keep the cluster warm to survive, not the entire hive box. !

January and February are perfect times of the year to 
begin planning for this year’s apiary activities.  As the 
executive board is finalizing 2016 speakers and training 
sessions it is time for each beekeeper to get on line and 
determine what equipment purchases they will need when 
warm spring weather returns.  Often many of us hesitate 
during the winter and wait until spring and try to catch up 
on what should have been accomplished now.  I challenge 
you to get up to date price lists from your beekeeping 
suppliers and prepare early.  Getting in your basement or 
garage during the winter is a perfect time for building 
frames, painting exterior equipment and making general 
repairs of your equipment. !

.

Pat Rizenbergs, the LCBA 
hive count recorder, reports the 
2015 hive count of 102 hives is 
due, in part, to the 19 new 
beekeeping operations resulting 
f r o m t h e 2 0 1 5 B e g i n n i n g 
Beekeeping School. This totals 242 
hives currently operated by LCBA 
members in the Lake Cumberland 
region.  Last winter hive loss 
numbers totaled 48 hives or 26%, 
which was significantly less from 
the previous winter with 36%.

Please take advantage of this 
newsletter mailing and join LCBA 
for 2016 (form attached). We have 
a very exciting year planned. 
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Dr. Tammy Horn will be teaching hive and queen 
managment at the Pulaski Public Libary March 22, 2016. 
Admission is free and open to the public. 

Tammy Horn grew up on a farm, but was determined 
never to do science, agriculture or math when she went 
to college.  An English professor by training, Horn 
decided to help her grandfather with his bees in 1997 and 
immediately became smitten with them.   Balancing her 
career as an English professor and hobbyist, Horn wrote 
Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation, 

which was published by University Press of KY in 2005.  
Horn followed Bees in America with a second book, Beeconomy: What Women and Bees teach us about 
Local Trade and Global Markets in 2012.  In order to write it, she went to Hawaii during off-seasons from 
2006-2010 to work in the queen bee production industry.    

 As the 2006 National Endowment of Humanities Chair of Appalachian Studies at Berea College, Horn 
focused on large scale surface mining reclamation and specifically, how it affected pollinators.  From 
2007-2014, with a generous grant from Ed and Elaine Holcombe, she started Coal Country Beeworks (based 
at Eastern Kentucky University), which worked with community partners to offer workshops, education, 
and practical beekeeping skills in Eastern KY.  In addition to working with coal companies to get more 
pollinator habitat included in reclamation, the KY State legislature approved legislation that would let coal 
companies modify their reclamation with pollinator habitat: www.lrc.ky.gov/record/10rs/hb175.htm.  
Another law was also passed in 2010 that allowed Dept of Transportation to include more habitat on 
highway rights-of-way: www.lrc.ky.gov/record/10RS/SJ177.ht.  

In 2014, Horn became the KY State Apiarist.  Her primary goals as apiarist are to document hive health, 
promote economic development, and provide education and outreach.  To date, she has partnered on a 
USDA grant to promote pollinator and cerulean habitat in Eastern KY, a USDA-APHIS Honey Bee Health 
Survey grant, and implemented a Hive Count/Honey Report system for the state.  Horn has served as 
president for KY State Beekeepers Association, president of Eastern Apiculture Society, a director on 
Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees, and been awarded the 2010 North American Pollinator 
Protection Advocate Award as well as the Kentucky State Beekeeping Association Lifetime Achievement 
Award and KSBA Beekeeper of the Year.  
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!
January: Winter feeding, Pat Rizenbergs, LCBA Veteran Beekeeper!!
February: Proper splitting techniques double screen board usage, and history of 
G. H. Hieronymu,s Rick Sutton, Commercial Beekeeper & Beekeeping Instructor!!
March:  Spring hive management and queen management, Dr. Tammy Horn, 
Kentucky State Apiarist *March meeting will be held at the Pulaski Public 
Library on Tuesday, March 22nd.!!
April: Increasing honey production, and swarm prevention, Phil Craft, KY. State 
Apiarist retired, 6pm Bobbie Goodin showing how to catch a swarm!!
May: Pest control, Pat Rizenbergs and Dorothey Morgan!!
June: Honey harvesting, Ray Tucker, Kentucky State Beekeepers' Association!
President, and 6pm Randy Ison, past President of LCBA and Kentucky State 
Beekeepers Assocation, showing preparation of your honey for the State Fair!!
July:  Heartland Apicultural Society Conference Summary, LCBA members!!
August: Fall management, Laura Rogers, University of Kentucky Beekeeping!
Instructor!!
September:  Winter hive management, LCBA members!!
October: Annual fall family potluck!!!
All meetings (except the March 22nd meeting) will be held the third Monday of 
each month at the Pulaski County Extension Service Office. Doors open at    
6:00 pm pre-meeting topics until 7 pm, guests speak after the business meeting.!! !
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Beekeepers are urged to visit their local FSA office to 
file an annual “crop” report.  While a majority of FSA 
reports are for acres of crops like corn, soybeans, and 
hay, we also accept reports of honeybee colonies.  
Completing a report with FSA is an important step to 
be eligible for the honeybee-related programs we offer.                                                                                       
!                                                                                
If you already have a farm record established with FSA, 
filing the report should not take long at all.  If you’ve 
never registered your farm with FSA, you’ll need to 
bring in a copy of your deed, and we will establish a 
Farm Number for you.  If you have your bee hives on 
someone else’s land, you should also report those 
colonies.  To save time, if you already have a Farm 
Number registered, we can take your report by phone 
and mail/email/fax it for your signature.                                              
! !                                                           
Please contact our office if you have any questions 
about filing a report, or about any of the programs 
offered by FSA.!

USDA – Farm Service Agency, 45 Eagle Creek Drive, 
Ste. 101, Somerset, KY 42503, Phone: (606) 678-4842, 
Ext. 125 Fax: (855) 784-0872, Pulaski and McCreary 
Counties

County Exectuive Director,                
Lindsey New - FSA, Somerset, KY Sheila Estep and the arrival                                       

of her first hive in 2014

Doug Brock and                                     
Governor Steve Beshear at the                                                         

2015 Kentucky State Fair.
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