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LCBA hosted an exhibit at the
Somerset Community College
Earth Day Celebrations on
April 17, 2016.

(Pictured at left) LCBA members Pat Rizenbergs and Mike
Wooton head up the association’s information table.
See page 2 for further report.

(At right): The LCBA observation
hive was set up at the SCC Earth
Day event, and became the star
attraction of the LCBA exhibit.

Visit the LCBA website at
www.lakecumberlandbeekeepers.com
for more photos of this event.

Next LCBA meeting will be held on Monday May 16, 2016
6pm Doors open for general discussion and advice on bees and beekeeping
6.30pm LCBA business meeting
7pm Presentation by LCBA member Pat Rizenbergs on strategies for the control of varroa
mite, one of the most devastating pests in bee
hives. Pat will also discuss control of small hive

beetles, which can cause extensive damage to
hives.
Venue: Pulaski County Extension Service Office.

Editor: Hilary Forsyth
Email: lakecumberland.beekeepers@gmail.com
Website: lakecumberlandbeekeepers.com

LCBA President: David Gilbert
Phone: 606-677-6662
Email: gilbertd@windstream.net
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LCBA meetings are free and open to the public.
Invite your friends, family and neighbors to join
in and talk bees!
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Bee News
April/May bee reports

Copious flowers were not the only source of humming:
this is swarm season for the bees! Beekeepers follow
many strategies to discourage their bees from swarming. A bee swarm means less bees in the hive, less
foragers to collect nectar, and ultimately a reduced
honey crop.

After a few dry weeks, welcome rains fell in the third
week of April. Then more rain! By early May, we’re
more worried about the bees’ flowers being ruined by
rain rather than drought.

As the redbud flowers faded, apple blossoms became a
big food source for bees, along with cherries. By the
end of April, the nectar flow was getting into full gear;
black locust trees were in full bloom, and the trees were
humming! By early May, brambles and tulip poplar were
the main source of pollen and nectar, with white clover
also starting to flower.

On the plus side, the break in the brood cycle helps
reduce the population of varroa mites, the scourge of
beehives. Pat Rizenbergs will be discussing varroa mite
control at the next LCBA meeting on May 16, 2016.
- Hilary Forsyth

Message from David Gilbert, LCBA
President

Beekeeping should be a relaxing hobby for all who enjoy seeing a social structure working so well together
that they have been around for thousands of years.

I sent members an email the last week of April suggesting you check your hives to see if additional supers
needed to be added. Some of you replied very little
activity in your supers. Don’t be discouraged! I believe
I had more worker bees in my supers because I did not
place queen excluders on any hives this spring as an
experiment: I like doing different techniques to learn
for myself what works and what doesn’t. My result this
time was a large influx of working bees in the supers,
resulting in excellent honey stores. The queens did
make it up after a week and I had brood in the honey
supers. Not a big deal to me since the bees will refill
the brood cells with honey after they hatch (I do put
the excluders on once the workers are plentiful in the
supers and honey stores are increasing).

- David Gilbert

Honey for sale!

Imants Rizenbergs (pictured below) has extracted 2015
honey from frames we had stored in our freezer and it
is delicious! He is selling it for $20 a quart which is in
line with last year's honey prices. Call 679-5087 if interested.
- Pat Rizenbergs

If you search beekeeping forums concerning using
queen excluders vs. not using excluders you will find as
many for using them as against. Some beekeepers
even call them honey excluders, stating worker bees do
not like the trouble of going through excluders while
they bring in their harvest.
Whatever you do I trust you will not become discouraged. I find from experience that whatever works well
for you, do it. You will be more content and satisfied.

Monday, May 16, 2016:

Upcoming events

LCBA May Meeting, 6-8.30pm

Pat Rizenbergs discusses control strategies for varroa mites, and for small hive beetle. Doors open at 6pm for general
discussion and advice from your fellow beekeepers.

July 14-16, 2016
Heartland Apiculture Society will hold its annual conference in nearby Bowling Green, KY
July 14-16, 2016. Visit www.heartlandbees.org for the program and registration information.
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LCBA outreach
April 2016 LCBA Outreach Report

in for Kelly’s Bees who had cancelled at the last minute.

On Saturday April 17 at the Earth Day Event at SCC
members set up a beekeeping display including the
observation hive which Ray and Hilary Forsyth had
brought using bees from their apiary. Pat and Imants
Rizenbergs, Kathy and James Mantle, Tony Saylor and
Mike Wooten all answered the many questions asked by
the folks visiting our tables. Many thanks to Beth Wilson and her husband Joel who brought a tent to shade
the bees and members from the intense heat. (See report below)

In March President Gilbert asked for help in fulfilling
community requests for presentations about honeybees
and beekeeping. The following members stepped up to
make beekeeping presentations:
On March 31 Sheila Estep and Sherri Spears teamed up
for a beekeeping presentation at Science Hill School
using the LCBA observation hive filled with Sheila’s
honey bees. On April 22 they will use the observation
hive to talk about honeybees at Hopkins Elementary in
Somerset.

At SCC, we were asked about participating in an event
at Wolf Creek Fish Hatchery on Earth Day, Saturday 23
April.

On Saturday April 2 David Gilbert assisted by Ray
Tucker taught a beekeeping class at the Green Living
Fair at the Center for Rural Development. They stepped

- Pat Rizenbergs

Somerset Community College
Earth Day Celebrations

Earth Day at Wolf Creek National
Fish Hatchery, Jamestown

Great weather on April 17, 2016 encouraged many people to visit the Earth Day celebrations, and LCBA’s exhibit drew a lot of attention.

While LCBA members provided lots of interesting information about bees and beekeeping, the LCBA observation hive was definitely the star attraction! The live bees
drew plenty of interesting comments from the public.
One young man wanted to know whether the queen bee
was born ready marked with a green dot. An astute
observation, and what an excellent thought!

(Above) LCBA member Beth Wilson discusses the
construction of cells in a drawn frame to a young
visitor at the Wolf Creek Earth Day event

On April 23, 2016, four LCBA members hosted an exhibit on bees and beekeeping at the Wolf Creek National
Fish Hatchery Earth Day event.
We had hoped that the Hatchery’s indoor bee observation hive would be a part of the LCBA visit, but it turned
out that this hive is pretty much inaccessible for viewing. However, there was much interest from the public
in the beekeeping paraphernalia, hive box, drawn
frames and even a few dead bees that LCBA members
included in their exhibit.

(Above) LCBA member Kathy Mantle explains the
activities of the bees in the observation hive to two
very interested young visitors at the SCC Earth Day
Celebrations

Beth Wilson spent some time explaining to one young
visitor the difference between the queen bee, worker
bees and drones. Later, this young lady returned to the
LCBA table with her family, and explained to them,
word perfect, the finer points of bee caste identification!

Visit the LCBA website for more photos of these events,
at www.lakecumberlandbeekeepers.com
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April 2016 LCBA meeting report
LCBA’s monthly meeting held on April 18, 2016 was
very well attended, with over 30 people present.
The evening started off at 6pm with a presentation by
LCBA member Bobby Goodin on catching swarms.
Pictured below: Bobby Goodin discussed swarm
collection

Pictured above: LCBA President David Gilbert
(left) and Phil Craft. For further photos, visit the
LCBA website.
Phil Craft, former Kentucky State Apiarist, gave an excellent presentation on the biology of bee swarms, explaining that these were a natural process, and the
most beekeepers can do to prevent swarming is to aim
to slow the process down. A few such methods were
discussed, but in effect Phil pointed out that if a bee
hive has lots of queen cells, the bees will swarm.

May news from the FSA
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)Grassland gives opportunity to enhance
grassland to Pollinator Habitat

Applications for CRP grassland can be submitted continuously and will only be ranked after completion of an
announced ranking period using current Grassland
ranking factors. In the first and only ranking period of
this new program, a strong points-emphasis was placed
on whether or not a producer was willing to include Pollinator Habitat as part of the offer.

CRP-Grassland is a voluntary program offered by Farm
Service Agency that helps landowners and operators
protect grassland. The program emphasizes support for
grazing operations while focusing on management for
plant and animal biodiversity; however, an attractive
feature of the program for beekeepers is the opportunity to receive cost share assistance and annual payments for setting grassland aside, out of livestock or
crop production, for the purpose of developing pollinator
habitat.

The current CRP-Grassland period will run through July
29, 2016. Please contact the local FSA office to learn
more eligibility details about this opportunity.
Lindsey New
County Executive Director
USDA – Farm Service Agency
Somerset Service Center
45 Eagle Creek Drive, Ste. 101
Somerset, KY 42503
Phone: (606) 678-4842, Ext. 125
Fax: (855) 784-0872

Kentucky's Pollinator Habitat practice involves establishing offered land to a cover including 3 native grasses
and 9 forbs (wildflowers), with at least three species
blooming in spring, summer, and fall.

Pulaski and McCreary Counties

Visit our website at www.lakecumberlandbeekeepers.com
Do you have any bee-related news that you would like to include in the newsletter?
Contact us! Email: lakecumberland.beekeepers@gmail.com
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