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Beekeepers asked to report 
honey data as of Oct. 1 to KDA

In accordance with state law, the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture (KDA) is collecting information on honey 
crops in the Commonwealth. Participation is voluntary. 

To participate, please file a report including the 
beekeeper’s name, county, pounds of honey produced by Oct. 
1, 2017, and total colonies as of Oct. 1. General definitions: 
Hobbyist, 1-29 hives;  Sideliner, 30-99 hives; Commercial, over 
100 hives.  

Please email, fax, or mail this information to: 
Tammy Potter, State Apiarist
Kentucky Department of Agriculture
109 Corporate Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 229-2950 (work cell) • (502) 564-7852 (fax) 
Email: tammy.potter@ky.gov

Bees in his bonnet
This bee hive in Cuba features honey bees entering and exiting 
via the structure’s lips and under the cap. Photo by Dr. Lee Meyer, 
University of Kentucky ag economics professor, on his visit to Cuba 
earlier this year.

New pollen analysis resource at Morehead

Dr. Jen O’Keefe to analyze pollens
following methods of Dr. Bryant
Honey pollen typing following the methods of 

Vaughn M. Bryant, Ph.D. is now available from 
 Jen O’Keefe, Ph.D. at Morehead State University.  

She will accept up to eight samples per month 
on a first-come-first-served basis. Do not filter 
samples, for accurate analysis.

The per-sample charge for the analysis and 
report is $80. Please allow one month for responses. 

Send samples to Dr. O’Keefe at 404-A Lappin Hall, Earth and Space 
Sciences Dept., Morehead State University, Morehead, KY 40351.

Morehead State University associate professor Jen 
O’Keefe, Ph.D., will speak on honey analysis as headline 
speaker of the Kentucky State Beekeepers Association 
(KSBA) Fall Meeting Nov. 4 at the Christian County 
Cooperative Extension Office, 2850 Pembroke Road, 
Hopkinsville, 42240. Her topic will be “Honey Typing: 
How does it work, and what are our bees eating?”

A Black Jar honey contest will be judged by Tana Peers.  
Participants are asked to bring a jar of their honey, painted 
black with no identifiers whatsoever. The jar can be very 
small - a baby jar or two-ounce jar is fine. The black-jar 
requirement ensures the honey will be judged without bias.

Also at the meeting, the 2017 Kentucky Beekeeper 
of the Year will be announced (nominations remain open 
through Oct. 15), and 2018 KSBA officers will be elected.     

Comfort Suites in Hopkinsville has made a block of 
rooms at a discounted rate of $79 plus tax if booked by 
Oct. 27.  The rooms would be available beginning Friday, 
Nov. 3. When booking, specify you are with the KSBA 
group.

Comfort Suites, 210 Harvey Way, Hopkinsville, 42240.  
 (270) 985-1101, extension 0.

Discounted room deadline Oct. 27

Contests, honors, elections 
at KSBA Nov. 4 fall meeting
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By Tammy Potter
The Kentucky State Beekeepers Association Honey 

Booth at the 2017 Kentucky State Fair made $52,904.75.  
Of that, beekeepers retained 70 percent of the sales price 
of their honey, participating bee associations received a 
stipend for providing volunteers, and a reserve was set aside 
for supplies and storage costs for next year. The strong sales 
figure suggests a good return to beekeepers and KSBA. 

*               *               *
I am relieved that Sen. Mitch McConnell worked with 

the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
to extend, however briefly, the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) benefits, because this 
federal program has real impact on Kentucky beekeepers and 
pollinators. 

As it stands, all the 15-year CREP contracts will end, 
but there is a one-year extension on the 10-year contracts.

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles 
applauded the decision to extend the program another year 
“while Kentucky and the federal government continue to 
work toward a more permanent solution.”

CREP is a voluntary program that targets high-priority 
conservation concerns identified by a state and federal 
partnership. Farmers are paid annual rental rates, cost-share 
and incentives for removing environmentally-sensitive land 
from production and establishing a permanent resource for 
conserving plant species. CREP is administered by USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency.

In Kentucky, the Green River watershed covers 917,197 
acres in Adair, Barren, Edmonson, Green, Hart, Metcalfe, 
Russell, and Taylor counties. Currently, 100,000 acres in the 
Green River watershed are in the program, with over 17,000 
acres in Hart County alone.

The combined state and federal monies being used to 
rent acreages brought over $3.5 million to Hart County 
farmers who have transitioned away from tobacco. This land 
is not being subdivided, but rather being used to promote 
wildlife and pollinators.

Approximately $18.3 million is paid as rental income to 
farmers around the Commonwealth. These funds will return 
to the state as sales taxes and income tax revenue.  

Although I am concerned about pollinators, the CREP 
program has also had a beneficial impact on mussels in the 
Green River, river otters, raptors and bobwhite quail.  

FSA CREP Fact Sheet: fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/ 
usdafiles/Conservation/PDF/crepkyfactsheet.pdf

State Apiarist’s report
*               *               *

Pollinator protection software  
warns of impending sprayings 

On the subject of protections for pollinators, the 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) is close 
to rolling out the pollinator protection software its 
information technology (IT) team has been developing. 

The program is simple to use. You receive a text message 
or email when chemical products that require advance 
notification are applied within a two-mile vicinity. This 
program is free for beekeepers, specialty crop growers, 
monarch waystation managers, and chemical applicators. It is 
anonymous - your information resides at KDA.  

The benefits of this program extend to all of agriculture, 
not just beekeepers. The program was developed after 
two years and with consistent Kentucky State Beekeepers 
Association (KSBA) leadership at all meetings (thanks, Ray 
Tucker and John Benham).  

Please encourage all of your members to register. The 
KDA team will assess its use after a six-month trial period 
and see how the program is working. 

*               *               *
Blake Newton, Extension entomology specialist, created 

a website for the 4-H Bee Ambassador Program, and a draft 
of the manual is on the website. Three counties have already 
submitted descriptions of their bee projects. 

Ashley Osborne, Extension natural resources specialist, 
and Newton hosted and recorded a webinar for Kentucky 
4-H agents to introduce the 4-H Bee Ambassador Program. 

Ambassador Program website and manual at: 
entomology.ca.uky.edu/content/4-h-bee-ambassador-program

Recorded webinar at:  vimeo.com/232709749

*               *               *
As the Oct. 6 deadline approaches for proposal 

submissions for the Bee Nutrition Challenge, here’s 
a reminder of what’s at stake. The Honey Bee Health 
Coalition (HBHC) will award 10 people $1,000 each to 
travel to the American Bee Research Conference (ABRC), 
held in conjunction with the American Beekeeping 
Federation annual meeting in Reno in January 2018. 

The ideas of the 10 first-round winners will compete 
for four awards of $10,000 each and four additional $1,000 
travel stipends to the 2019 ABRC. 

Complete details, page 9, September BeeLines. 
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Early registrations close soon  
for queen workshops Oct. 6-7

Act before Oct. 1 for early-bird registration 
rates at the Queen and Drone Management 
workshop Oct. 7 at the Kentucky State 
University (KSU) research farm.

The Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders’ Association Inc. 
(KQBBAI) will host the workshop from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
EDT Saturday, Oct. 7 at the farm, located at 1525 Mills 
Lane, Frankfort. 

The one-day course will help beekeepers produce and 
manage high-quality queens and drones to be used for 
quality growth and sustainment and also to provide high-
quality stock for other beekeepers, said KQBBAI president 
Dorothey Morgan.

Instructors for the course in addition to Morgan and 
their session topics are:

Krispn Given, apiculture specialist,Purdue University Bee Lab:
―  History of the mite-chewing honey bees
―  Genetics and the loss of traits with each generation
―  Collecting mites correctly

Dwight Wells, president, West Central Ohio Beekeepers 
Association:
―  Importance of nutrition from larva to laying of queens 

and drone semen
―  Challenges to becoming a bee farmer

Jamie Walters, president, Black Swamp Beekeepers:
―  Building nucs
―  Introduction of virgin, open bred, and instrumentally 

inseminated queens
―  Troubleshooting loss of queens during introduction
―  Shipping queens

Pamela Rizkallah, queen instrumental inseminator:
―  Drone Flow Hive: building a hive to raise and collect 

drones for instrumental insemination.

An optional three-year Certification in Kentucky 
Sustainable Genetic Technology is available for those 
who pass a written test at the end of the workshop session 
(certification fee for non-members is $125). Fee for the 
Saturday workshop is $25 to members of KQBBAI and the 
Heartland Honey Bee Breeders Cooperative (HHBBC), and 
$35 to all others if registered by Sept. 30.  Day-of registration 
fee is $10 extra. 

A free event from 7 to 9 p.m. EDT Friday, Oct. 6, also at 
the KSU research farm, is designed for attendees who arrive 
the day before the workshop. Morgan will lead “Looking at 
Mites Under Microscopes,” demonstrating how to inspect 
mites to determine chewing damage. The session is open 
to anyone. Participants may bring mite boards from their 
apiaries to examine under available microscopes.

Mail completed registration form (next page) 
to Dorothey Morgan, 544 West Farm Road, Nancy, KY 42544. 

For more information: Dorothey Morgan,
 (606) 871-7300 or lavenderlanefarms@gmail.com.

A mite-biting honey bee is about to chow down on a Varroa mite 
(dialogue added) in this still shot from an instructional video posted 
on YouTube by Dorothey Morgan. This behavior is genetic, and when 
the Purdue University graduate students working on the mite-biters 
project find workers that do this, they develop queens from that hive.

Video: youtube.com/watch?v=EOcY3AksKrc.

2 C. ketchup

2/3 C. honey

1/4 C. molasses

1/4 C. brown sugar

1/4 C. apple cider vinegar

1 T. mustard

1 T. Worcestershire sauce

1/4 t. garlic powder 

1/4 t. onion powder

1/4 t. cayenne

1/8 t. black pepper

1/8 t. celery salt

Bring sauce to a boil, stirring constantly. 

Reduce heat to a low simmer, stirring occasionally.

Cook 20 minutes until sauce has thickened. 

.        --- from Debbie Licht, Beaver Dam, Kentucky

In a two-quart saucepan, combine:Honey BBQ Sauce
State Fair Blue Ribbon Winner

Beekeeping 101 workshop
set at Kelley’s in Clarkson 
●  Oct. 7: Beekeeping 101, beginner basics,  9 

a.m.-3 p.m. CDT, Walter T. Kelley Training Academy, 
Clarkson.  Fee $35. 

Pre-register by phone at (800) 233-2899. 
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State apiarist’s October schedule
● Oct. 1: Kentuckiana B.A., Nature Center, 

Louisville, 6 p.m. EDT.   
● Oct. 2-3: Taking USDA Samples (District 3).
● Oct. 7-10: * Speaking at the Georgia State Bee 

Association fall meet.
●  Oct. 10: Taking USDA samples.
●  Oct. 16-17: * Honey Bee Health Coalition 

 fall meet at EPA building, Arlington, Virginia.

●  Oct. 18: * Speaker,  Pollinator Protection 
Campaign, North American International 
Conference, American Farm Bureau Federation, 
Washington, D.C.

●  Oct. 19, Nelson County B.A., UK Cooperative 
Extension Office, Bardstown.

●  Oct. 23-24: Taking USDA samples.   * - personal time activity.
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The Louisville-based steakhouse chain Texas Roadhouse has partnered with 
the Oldham County Beekeepers Association to install two beehives behind its 
offices on Dutchmans Lane in Louisville.

“A number of years ago Rodolfo Bernal and I began helping each other in our 
beekeeping management chores,” writes OCBA president Claude Nutt, and from 
those shared chores their beekeeping partnership grew.

 “We found it enjoyable to have each other 
to rely on for help and ideas, so we started 
collaborating,” Nutt said.  The pair took 
advantage of volume price breaks on beekeeping 
supplies and savings on combining deliveries.

Texas Roadhouse last year wanted to set up honey bee hives in the urban 
setting of their corporate headquarters.  

“We learned of this interest through the Kentucky State 
Beekeepers Association and decided to establish a small 
apiary on their corporate campus,” Nutt said. 

“Since we didn’t know how well the bees would do in 
this setting, we decided to start out with one hive apiece, and 
review the suitability of the site after a year.”  

Sun vs. shade placement
Bernal placed his hive in partial shade, and Nutt put 

his in full sun. Nutt’s full-sun hive did better the first year, 
perhaps because the shaded hive was at one point overturned. 

“We are now in the second year, and we each moved a 
second hive to the location. In fairness, I must admit his hives 
have done much better than mine this year, but there is always 
next year,” Nutt said.

Texas Roadhouse has assisted with the cost of the 
venture, and Bernal and Nutt have participated with them 
in promoting pollinators in the community. The pair have 
consulted with The Food Literacy Project and Chef Space 
about establishing honey bee hives as part of their programs.  

Texas Roadhouse has also established a pollinator 
habitat garden near the hives. “Further, on the 
recommendation of Texas Roadhouse, we have recently 
established an apiary on the campus of the Masonic Home, 
in the St. Matthews section of Louisville,” Nutt said.  

The beekeepers hope other corporate sponsors will join 
in this effort and become friends to pollinators.

Any honey collected beyond what the bees need to 
survive will be distributed in jars to employees of the 
Texas Roadhouse 
headquarters, Nutt 
said. 

Claude Nutt displays the comb pattern the 
bees are making to hold their honey.  

Nutt fed his bees syrup to help them 
get acclimated to their new home.

The hive on the right is Claude Nutt’s, and the one on the left is Rodolfo Bernal’s. Since this photo 
was taken in 2016, both beekeepers have added second hives.

Photos and story 
excerpts by

Caitlin Bowling
Used by
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Texas Roadhouse provides location  
for Oldham County beekeepers

Corporation sponsors urban hives


