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February 2018

●  The 2018 Kentucky General Assembly continues through 
March 28, recesses March 29 for a 10-day veto period, and 
adjourns April 13. 

●  To identify your senator or representative: lrc.ky.gov/
Find%20Your%20Legislator/Find%20Your%20
Legislator.html 

●  To e-mail your representative or senator: lrc.ky.gov/
whoswho/email.htm. 

●  During the week, you may reach your senator or 
representative by phone at (502) 564-8100.

●  To leave a message for your senator or representative, 
dial toll-free (800) 372-7181. An answering service will 
record and deliver your message. 

●  The legislative calendar information toll-free line is  
(800) 633-9650, the bill status line is (866) 840-2835, and 
the Governor’s office number is (502) 564-2611.

― Kentucky Legislative Research Commission

Let your voice bee heard 
this legislative session

State Apiarist Tammy Potter, Ph.D.            ●         Kentucky Department of Agriculture, Ryan F. Quarles, Commissioner     

Complete your census online at  
agcensus.usda.gov

Many farmers and 
beekeepers have completed 
the 2017 Census of 
Agriculture using the paper 
forms mailed last December. 
But if it remains on your 
to-do list, you can quickly 
complete the survey online 
ahead of the Feb. 5 deadline.

The census yields the best count of the nation’s 
beekeepers, said David Knopf, regional director of the 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) of the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 

The NASS census, taken every five years, is the 
only source for uniform, comprehensive, and impartial 
agricultural data for every county in the nation. The statistics 
furnish sharply focused guidance on agriculture trends, 
down to the county level, Knopf said.  

 He shared four other reasons this data is useful: 
(1)  Responses aid farm policy makers in allocating funds 

for agriculture and rural communities; 

(2) Producer associations use the data to implement 
programs, educate producers and consumers, and 
successfully market products;

(3) Universities can identify needs in the counties they 
serve in order to build programs, workshops, and 
grant proposals that seek to educate and assist farmers 
wanting to grow and diversify their operations; and

(4) Agribusinesses gain insight into where production is 
based and where needs exist to best serve producers.

Video instructions on completing the census on mobile 
phone, tablet or computer: youtube.com/watch?v=qOqqJOcsX_c 

More information on the Census of Agriculture 
or other NASS surveys and data: NASS Louisville, (800) 928-5277. 

Input needed by Feb. 5
for NASS five-year census

Beekeeping in
Costa Rica

Even though the Central American 
nation of Costa Rica seems 
relatively small in area, it hosts 
over 800 species of bees in addition 
to managed honey bee colonies 
(T.L. Griswold, et al. 2000). Many 
commercial beekeepers have 
conventional moveable frame hives 
in Guanacaste Province to provide 
pollination services for watermelons, 
oranges, and orchards, as well as 
honey production. These hives 
co-exist with native bees. In the 
small village near Tamarindo, native 
pollinators make their habitats in 
restaurants (as pictured here by 
Tammy Potter, who visited there 
over her end-of-year holiday).

Don’t let  
honey income 
get your taxes
all sticky! ... page 5

Tax
Day

2018
falls on
April 17.
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Beekeeper Education Events 2018

See EDUCATION,  page 3

FEBRUARY
●  Feb. 3: South Central Kentucky Bee School, 

Scottsville. Allen Co.-Scottsville High School Science 
Wing, 1545 Bowling Green Road (Veterans Highway). 
Speaker: Dr. Jeffery W. Harris, Assistant Extension Research 
Professor, Mississippi State University. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. CST. 
Hosted by Allen Co. Beekeepers Association Inc. The 
Allen Co.-Scottsville Arts Council will hold a pollinator, 
flower, and bee art show and sale that day. 

More: Steve Meyer, president, (270) 783-0059.

●   Feb. 10: South Eastern Kentucky Bee 
School, Stearns. McCreary Central High. Speaker:  
Dr. Tammy Horn Potter on the KDA Pollinator 
Protection app. $20 to register by Feb. 4, $25 at the door. 
$30 for couples registered by Feb. 4; $40 for couples 
at the door. Under-18s free. Registration 8 a.m. EST, 
opening session at 9, classes 10 a.m.-3:15 p.m. Lunch and 
refreshments included. Vendors present. 

Greg Whitis (606) 376-2524 or gwhitis@uky.edu.  
School program PDF: https://mccreary.ca.uky.edu/sites/ 

mccreary.ca.uky.edu/files/bee_school_2018_program_1.pdf

 ● Feb. 17: Beginner Bee School, Bardstown.Free. 
Nelson Co. Beekeepers Association will host. Nelson Co. 
Extension Office, 317 S. Third St., 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. EST. 
Spotlighting needs of first-year beekeepers. Lunch provided, 
door prizes. Limited to 50. Register by Feb. 12. 

Pre-registration:  Nelson Co. Extension office, (502) 348-9204.

●  Feb. 17: Beginner Bee School, Burlington. The 
Northern Kentucky Beekeepers Association will host a 
free “Introduction To Beekeeping” beginner school,  9 a.m.- 
2 p.m. EST at the Boone Co. Extension Office Enrichment 
Center, lower level, 6028 Camp Ernst Rd. 

     Registration and school details at nkybeekeepers.com
and on Facebook, facebook.com/nkybeekeepersassociation.

●  Feb. 17: Introduction To Beekeeping, 
Harrodsburg. Learn how to set up your own hives from 
experienced Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill beekeepers. 
Registration $55. Participants will learn beginner basics: the 
honey bee life cycle, choosing hive equipment, hive assembly, 
site selection, pest management, the costs of beekeeping, how 
to establish your first hives, and what to expect your first year. 
A variety of guides and resources will be shared. Participants 
also take home a beginner beekeeping book. First of a two-
part series (part two is May 19).  

Register at shakervillageky.org.

●  Feb. 24: Eastern Bluegrass Extension 
Bee School, Winchester. Clark Co. Cooperative 
Extension Office, 1400 Fortune Drive. Sponsored by 
Clark, Estill, Madison, Powell, and Nicholas counties’ 

Extension services. Speakers: Dr. Tom Webster, Kentucky 
State University, and Dr. Ric Bessin, University of 
Kentucky.  Beginner session 9 a.m.-noon EST, advanced 
sessions 1-4 p.m. $12 for either or both sessions. Lunch 
included in pre-registration. Pre-registration preferred. 

More: David Davis, Clark Co. Extension agent, david.davis@uky.edu,  
or Clark Co. Extension Service, (859) 744-4682, or Lawrence Caudle, 

Powell Co. Extension Office, (606) 663-6405.

●  Feb. 24:  Northeastern Kentucky 
Beekeeping School, Maysville. Maysville 
Community and Technical College, 755 U.S. Highway 
68. Registration 8 a.m. EST, sessions 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
All aspects of beekeeping. Speaker: Dorothey Morgan, 
president, Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders Association 
Inc. $20 for pre-registered adults (deadline Feb. 22), $25 at 
the door, $7.50 for ages 12 and under. Lunch included. 

Register: Bob Fore, (606) 247-5817, or email Lickingriverba@gmail.com. 
Additional information and pre-registration form on Facebook. 

 

MARCH
● March 3: Beekeeping School, Henderson. 

Sponsored by Audubon Beekeepers. Henderson Co. 
Cooperative Extension Center, 3341 Zion Road. Speaker: 
former State Apiarist Phil Craft. Pre-registration $15 for 
adults, $5 for12 and younger. $20 at the door. Lunch included.

More: Larry Stone, (270) 339-7245; Jan Powell, (270) 860-2942; 
or visit audubonbeekeepersassociation.com.

● March 10: Bluegrass Beekeepers School, 
Frankfort. Kentucky State University. Registration 8 a.m. 
EST. Speaker: Dr. Jen O’Keefe, Morehead State University.  
Sessions 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Pre-registration $25 adult and $10 
for high-schoolers and younger if postmarked by March 2.  
Family rates also available. Registration at the door $35 per 
adult and $15 per child. Lunch included.  

Pre-registration form and more details:  Bluegrass Beekeepers 
Association website, bluegrassbeekeepers.com.  

● March 10: Beyond Beginning Beekeeping, 
Burlington. Boone Co. Extension Office Enrichment 
Center, lower level, 6028 Camp Ernst Rd. The Northern 
Kentucky Beekeepers Association hosts an intermediate 
beekeeping school on advanced topics. Registration 8:30 a.m. 
EST, sessions 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Speaker: Phil Craft, former 
Kentucky state apiarist. Cost is $15 for members, $20 for 
non-members, $5 for children 12 and under. Includes lunch, 
with Q&A session.  

Registration and school details at nkybeekeepers.com
and at facebook.com/nkybeekeepersassociation.
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● March 24: Basic/Intermediate Dual Track 
Beekeeping School, Springfield. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. EDT 
at the Washington Co. Extension Office, 211 Progress 
Ave. Washington Co. Beekeepers are hosts. Registration 
$30, includes lunch, reference materials and handouts. 
Onsite registration will be available. The Kentucky State 
University beehive autoclave, which sterilizes brood boxes, 
supers and frames, operates 10 a.m.-4 p.m. EDT.

More: Dennis Morgeson, Washington Co. Extension Office, 
(859) 336-7741, or email DL_CES_washington@email.uky.edu.

APRIL
●  April 5-7: Kent Williams Bee School,    

Wingo. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. CDT daily, 580 State Route 385 
North. Sponsored by The Lake Barkley Beekeepers 
Association (LBBA). No cost to attend. Classes daily 
include basic hive inspection, equipment assembly, pests 
and diseases, queen rearing (beginning and advanced), 
swarm trapping, dowsing for bees, nuc and package 
installation, and value-added products from the hive. 
Lunches provided by LBBA for donations. 

●  April 26-29: Kentucky Queen Bee 
Breeders Association Inc. Insemination 
event, using Purdue stock. Pulaski Co., Lavender Lane 
Farm. Invitation-only event, please request invitation and 
reserve queen(s) purchase in advance.

For more information and pricing, call (606) 871-7300
or email Lavenderlanefarms@gmail.com.

●  April 28: Hardin Co. Bee Seminar and 
School, Elizabethtown. 

● May 12: One-day Grafting Workshop 
by Chris Renfro, KSBA president-elect and director of 
Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders Association Inc. 

●  May 18-19: Queen Grafting Class, Somerset. 
Dorothey Morgan, president of Kentucky Queen Bee 
Breeders Association Inc.  $75.

●  May 19: Schoolhouse Bees Queen 
Management Workshop, Visalia. Intermediate 
level. $35, with lunch provided and coffee and donuts in 
the morning. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. EDT. Participants must bring 
their own jacket and veil. We will be in hives, so dress 
appropriately. We will be holding drones and queens. Limit 
25 participants. Dr. Tammy Potter and Todd Kirchhoff.  

●  May 19: Intermediate Beekeeping, 
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill apiary. Second of the 
series. Attending an introductory session strongly 
recommended. Wear your own protective gloves, veils, 
long-sleeve shirts and pants, and closed-toed shoes. 
Individuals allergic to bee stings should not attend. 

Registration available at www.shakervillageky.org

EDUCATION ...   from page 2 Speakers set for Heartland 2018 
Missouri conference July 11-13

Five speakers have been 
confirmed for the Heartland 
Apicultural Society (HAS) 
annual conference July 11-13 
at Washington University in 
St. Louis (for updates, see  
heartlandbees.org):
●  Dr. Marla Spivak (right), 

a MacArthur Fellow at the 
University of Minnesota  
Bee Lab;

●  A representative of the 
University of Minnesota  
Bee Squad, an instructional 
and public outreach program  
encouraging collaboration and  
public education about bees;

●  Dr. Keith Delaplane, director of the University of Georgia (UGA)
Honey Bee Program;

●  Jennifer Berry, UGA Honey Bee program lab manager;
●  Dr. Dennis vanEngelsdorp, University of Maryland (UMD) 

Honeybee Lab, who directs the Bee Informed Partnership, the 
Tech Transfer Program and the annual national beekeeping 
management surveys; and

●  Samuel Ramsey, UMD Ph.D. candidate and researcher.

More: Charlotte Ekker Wiggins, HAS Missouri 2018 communications chair, 
msbacharlotte@gmail.com, (573) 426-3510, or (573) 466-3750.

Dr. Marla Spivak. (Dan Marshall photo) 

The average honey bee will  
make only 1/12th teaspoon  
of honey in her lifetime.
http://www.golden-green.ca/news/ 
a20-amazing-honey-bee-facts-/

State Apiarist’s schedule
●   Feb. 2-3: South Central Bee School, Scottsville.
● Feb. 10: Southeastern Bee School, Stearns.  

(see calendar) 
●  Feb. 13: AgriBusiness Association of Kentucky, 

Holiday Inn Hurstborne, Louisville. 
● Feb. 15: Green River Beekeepers Association, 

Campbellsville.
●  Feb. 20: Perry Co. Beekeepers Association, 

Hazard. 
● Feb. 24: Northeastern Kentucky Beekeepers 

School, Maysville. (see calendar) 
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Rules Overview
Failure to meet any one of these requirements  
will result in a disqualification.
Preparation for national judging: 
●  Typewritten or computer-generated double-spaced, 12- 

point Times or similar type style, on one side of white 
paper, following standard manuscript format. 

●  Essay must be 750 to 1,000 words on the essay topic. 
●  Essays will be judged on: 

(a) scope of research, 40 percent; 
(b) accuracy, 30 percent; 
(c) creativity, 10 percent; 
(d) conciseness,10 percent; and 
(e) logical development of the topic,10 percent.

●   All factual statements must be referenced with 
bibliographical-style endnotes. 

●   On a separate page, a brief biographical sketch of the 
essayist, including birthdate, gender, complete mailing 
address, email address, and telephone number, must 
accompany the essay. 

●   Each state may submit ONE entry only. 
●   Final judging and selection of the National Winner will 

be made by the Foundation’s Essay Committee, whose 
decision is final. 

●   National winners will be announced by the week of  
May 7, 2018. 

●   All national entries become the property of the 
Foundation and may be published or used as it sees 
fit. No essays will be returned. 

Eligibility
●   The contest is open to active 4-H Club members only. 

4-H’ers who have previously placed first, second, or 
third at the national level are NOT eligible, but other 
state winners are eligible to re-enter. 

●   Students must write on the designated subject only.  
There will be NO exceptions.

●   The national winners’ essays will appear in an issue of 
the American Beekeeping Federation’s newsletter. 

●   Each state winner, including the national winners, 
receives an appropriate book about honey bees, 
beekeeping, or honey.

Questions: Regina K. Robuck, Executive Director, 
 Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees Inc.,  

(404) 760-2887.

National First Prize $750 
Second Prize $500, Third Prize $250
Students writing a Honey Bee Essay Contest entry 

should contact their local 4-H offices for contest details. The 
state selection will be done only through the 4-H system. 

Essayists should turn in their work to their local 4-H 
offices during February. The offices should each forward their 
one winning essay to Dr. Tom Webster (thomas.webster@
kysu.edu), Kentucky State University, by March 5. He will 
choose and send the winning Kentucky essay to the 4-H 
national office by March 9. 

From beekeepers to scientists to the public, the honey 
bee is a great super organism. What does this mean to you, 
your community, and the world? (Please do not reference 
Einstein in your work ― he didn’t really say that.)

The scope of your research is 40 percent of your 
score. The number of sources consulted, their authority, 
and their variety are all evaluated. Personal interviews 
with beekeepers and others familiar with the subject are 

Write a winning essay this month
    Students compete for $750 Honey Bee Essay Contest prize

2018 Essay Topic:
“What’s So Super About the 

Super Organism in the Honey Bee?”

State Fair Blue Ribbon Winner!

Honey Coconut Pecan Cookies
3 egg whites
1 1/4 c. sugar
2 t. vanilla

Preheat oven to 250 degrees. Beat egg whites in 

bowl until stiff. Gradually add sugar and vanilla. 

Add half the honey (save the rest to brush on as 

glaze). Fold in flour and pecans. Mix well. Then fold 

coconut. Mix well, with spoon or mixer.

Drop teaspoon of mixture onto cookie sheet lined 

with wax paper. Bake 40 minutes.

Yield: 3 dozen cookies.   ― Amos Bailey, Bloomfield, Ky.  

2 t. honey
3 1/2 c. flour

valued sources of information and should be documented. 
Sources not cited in end notes should be in a “Resources” 
or “Bibliography” list. Note that “honey bee” is properly 
spelled as two words, even though some references spell 
it as one word.

The contest is sponsored by The Foundation for the 
Preservation of Honey Bees Inc.

1 c. pecans
1/2 c. coconut
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By HOWARD SCOTT
Reprinted with permission of American Bee Journal 
from their Dec. 2017 issue. 

Do you file money you make from beekeeping on your 
income taxes? You should. 

Tax law says any worldwide income must be included on 
yout return. That means if you sell two jars of honey for $20, 
you must include it as income. 

For most hobbyists, the tax implications are minuscule. 
Maybe you would pay a few hundred dollars extra at most. 

And, completing and filing a Schedule C (self-
employment tax form) allows you to claim many beekeeping-
related expenses, which reduces the tax liability. 

In fact, in a bad year, that move might allow you to 
declare a loss, which would reduce your overall tax liability. 

Although the chance of an audit is rare, it is not 
impossible. You wouldn’t want to be sitting across from 
government auditors, and have to hem and haw when they 
ask, “Was there any other income?” 

Commercial beekeepers don’t face this question, as their 
beekeeping income makes up all or most of their income, so 
they always file their beekeeping activity. 

Three options (well, really two)
Now let’s review the basics. You have three choices: 

hobby, business income, and a rare one, farming activity. 

1. It’s a hobby 
If you consider your beekeeping a hobby activity, then 

revenue goes on Line 21 (Other Income) on Form 1040.
The problem with hobby income is that you can’t 

deduct expenses. So, if you obtained $1,000 in beekeeping 
revenue, it’s all income, and all $1,000 will be taxed. 

It is hard to generalize, but this middle-level income 
earner ($50,000 to $100,000) might pay a total of $300 
federal and state taxes on this extra income. 

2. It’s a business
The second option, declaring business income, requires 

filing a Schedule C Self-Employment form, which allows 
you to deduct expenses from revenue. 

Say, in the above example, you purchased $250 worth 
of packages, $100 of bottles, $100 of medication, $50 
of sugar, and $100 for a used extractor. That’s $600 in 
expenses. So you pit the revenue of $1,000 against $600 in 
expenses, and come out with a profit of $400. You pay taxes 
on this $400 on Schedule C. You operated a business, and 
you really cleared only $400. 

If this person is an average-income earner ($50,000 
to $100,000), he/she might pay $130 in federal and state 
taxes on this business revenue, as opposed to the $300 that 
would have been paid on hobby income. 

3. It’s a farming activity (rare)
The third option is filing a Schedule F (Farming 

Activity). This form closely duplicates Schedule C (Income 
Minus Expenses) and is rarely used. In fact, even very few 
tax professionals use Schedule F anymore. So let’s say that 
Schedule F is an option, but is not recommended. 

Do your own return, or pay a preparer? 

If you do your own taxes, it pays to figure out how to 
do the Schedule C and to operate your beekeeping activity as 
a business. 

If you don’t do your own taxes, your preparer will 
charge you extra for the Schedule C, so it perhaps becomes 
close to a wash. 

As revenue increases, the stakes are higher. A beekeeper 
with $4,000 beekeeping income and $2,000 expenses might 
pay $1,200 taxes as a hobbyist and $600 taxes as a business.

It gets confusing, and that’s probably why many 
beekeepers don’t even enter their beekeeping income. 

How you’ll get caught
Suppose you are selling honey at a fair. A seemingly 

ordinary person buys a jar of honey from you. Turns out, this 

See TAXES,  page 6

Here’s how to correctly 
declare beekeeping revenue
on your income tax return
(and get the best break!)

2017
TAX TIPS
for
Beekeepers
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person works for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Just for 
the fun of it, he decides to check your tax return. 

He sees there is no mention of your beekeeping activity. 
He thinks: “What was my purchase, if not beekeeping 
income?” He alerts an IRS auditor who sends you a letter 
asking about your beekeeping income. You truthfully answer 
that your expenses ate up all your beekeeping income. 

Because you didn’t know the law (that says you must 
report all revenue, whether or not it becomes profit), he 
decides to audit your full return. 

As a long-time tax preparer/tax audit representor, I 
would hate to be representing you in the tax office when you 
tell the auditor, “Sorry. I didn’t understand the law.” 

In fact, you are committing fraud. It might be small-beer 
fraud, but it’s fraud nevertheless. You could face penalties, 
interest for non-payment, more intense scrutiny, and annual 
audits henceforth. 

How to fill out the forms
Here is a guide if you now choose to include beekeeping 

income on your return for the first time. It will also help you 
understand how the tax preparer computes your return. 

If you want to enter beekeeping income as simply as 
possible, add up your revenues ― honey sales, hive rental, 
swarm recovery payments, wax sales ― and put the total as 
hobby income on Line 21 of the Form 1040. Then the tax 
will be computed with your other income. 

But this approach is not recommended when beekeeping 
income exceeds about $1,000. Above that level, you have 
expenses, and your tax liability will be reduced if you record 
the income as a business. 

If you choose to enter your beekeeping activity as a 
business, add up revenue and enter it on Line 1, Gross 
Income on Schedule C. This sum repeats on Line 7. Let’s 
assume beekeeping income is $4,000. 

Expenses you can deduct
Next, categorize all expenses. Categories include 

Advertising (Line 8 under Expenses), Legal and Professional 
Services (Line 17), Repairs and Maintenance (Line 21), 
Supplies (Line 22), and Travel, Meals, and Entertainment 
(Line 24). If you have employees, you could use more line 
items, but let’s keep this example simple. 

Your bread-and-butter expenses include packages, 
medication, sugar, bottles, and labels. For simplicity, include 
all of them under supplies (Line 22). These are necessary 
purchases to create your product.  

If you printed a brochure or paid fees for fairs you’ve 
entered, these expenses go under Advertising (Line 8). If you 
paid for tax preparation last year, some of the expense could 
go under Legal and Professional Services (Line 17). It would 
be the bill for preparing last year’s taxes, because the bill was 
paid in the current year. Maybe 50 percent of the cost of tax 
preparation up to $200 would be acceptable. 

If you paid anyone to repair any bee equipment, that 
amount goes in Repairs and Maintenance (Line 21). If you 
entertained another beekeeper for the purpose of obtaining 
information, or if you attended a convention or workshop 
and incurred expenses, put that sum in Travel, Meals, and 
Entertainment (Line 24). 

Three more expense categories might be relevant: 

● On Schedule C is Car and Truck Expenses (Line 9). 
Record all the miles you traveled in service of your 
beekeeping business, traveling to and from bee fields, 
soliciting merchants to sell your honey, and even 
attending beekeepers association meetings. 

 Basically, estimate total miles and multiply by the 
standard per-mile rate to get the travel expense. Say you 
estimate the figure at 1,000 miles. The per mile rate this 
year is 53.5 cents per mile; 1,000 times .535 is $535. 

● If you purchase an asset ― something that isn’t consumed 
in a year, such as woodenware, an extractor, a hot knife, 
a table, shelving, an uncapping machine ― then you 
can deduct the full cost of the equipment in the year of 
purchase. You do this on Depreciation (Line 13). So if 
you buy a bee suit and gloves for $150 and an observation 
hive for $150, then the total $300 goes on Line 13. 

 Alternatively, you could elect to depreciate the assets over 
their life, five years, resulting in a $60 annual expense on 
Line 13. However, for a small operator, it is better to take 
the full expense in the year of purchase. 

TAXES ...  from page 5

See TAXES,  page 7

You must report  
revenue, but you 
can offset it with 
expenses such 
as car and truck 
repair and travel, asset purchase, 
and maintenance of a home office.
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●  If you do beekeeping activity in your basement, garage, 
or guest room, and it is used regularly and exclusively for 
that purpose, you could take a home office deduction. 
Calculate the percent of office space as a percent of local 
house space. Second, add up all house costs ― mortgage, 
property taxes, utilities, maintenance and depreciation  
―  and come up with a total figure. If you used 5 percent 
of the house for beekeeping activity and your house 
costs were $20,000, then your home office deduction is 
$1,000  (.05 percent of $20,000). This figure is entered 
on Expenses for Business Use of Your Home.

With these figures listed on Schedule C, add up 
expenses, subtract expenses from revenue to arrive at a 
profit. If revenue is $4,000 and expenses are $3,000, then 
your profit is $1,000. You pay taxes on this $1,000.

Doing this fulfills your obligation as a citizen and 
beekeeper. Besides, you’ll sleep better at night. 
__________
HOWARD SCOTT, a 35-year beekeeper in Pembroke, 
Massachusetts, has contributed over 150 articles to 
American Bee Journal. A long-time tax preparer, he has 
worked 13 years with H&R Block. He can be reached at 
dancinghill@gmail.com. You should seek personalized tax 
information from your own professional adviser. 

TAXES ... from page 6

Geometric bee art by Elypsis (David Arnold and Sonya Blaydes)
facebook.com/ElypsisArt   •   elypsis@taoistdragons.com  •   (859) 339-4516

Kinetic geometric video of ElypsisArt works: facebook.com/ElypsisArt/videos/688550304687574/

Honey bees and their products have inspired 

love for centuries because honey is so naturally, 

perfectly sweet. After honey bees gather nectar,  

they add amino acids, enzymes, and minerals, 

remove moisture, and seal the super-saturated,  

perfect sweetness with a cap of beeswax. This seal of perfection 

may have given rise to affixing a seal of wax to a love letter,  

so the contents stayed private, pure, sweet, and sincere.

This Valentine’s Day holiday, consider gifts of the hive  

for your loved ones, to bring comfort and sweetness. 

Happy Valentine’s Day from KDA.

“InfiniBee” 

A house fire in late December claimed 
the life of Ben Grogan of Reed, 76,  a 
longtime member of the Audubon 
Beekeepers Association and the Kentucky 
State Beekeepers Association (KSBA). 

Betsy Stone, former KSBA treasurer,  
said Grogan volunteered almost every year 
at the bee school in Henderson.

Grogan was found by first responders in his burning 
home on the afternoon of Dec. 29, 2017. Henderson County 
Coroner Bruce Farmer said Grogan died from smoke 
inhalation. Authorities believe a space heater may have been 
a contributing cause, according to a report in The Gleaner 
newspaper in Henderson. 

Jennifer McKee, Grogan’s niece, has set up a GoFundMe 
fund-raising website page to raise money for “the funeral any 
war veteran deserves,” she said. She said on the page she has 
not found any evidence Grogan had life or home insurance. 

McKee said of Grogan, “If he had a pint of honey from 
his bees, he’d give you half of it.” 

The GoFundMe page: www.gofundme.com/Ben-Grogan. 
Jennifer McKee’s email: McKeeJ45@gmail.com.

Beekeeper Ben Grogan dies in
house fire; funding page set up

Ben Grogan.


