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Swarms!

A recent swarm seen
in Fayette County.

Nuisance to others; freebies (free bees) to you!
By Tammy Potter, Kentucky State Apiarist

Watching swarms is like watching your heart take flight in a million
different facets of light. Catching swarms is like fishing, except that you can
see the bees, strategize how to hive them, and if you’re in the right place at the
right time with the right equipment, you increase your apiary with free bees!
Because only one in four swarms will
“succeed,” the decision to swarm is not made
lightly. Scout bees, numbering a few hundred
to 500 (about 3 percent of a hive’s population,
according to Tom Seeley’s Honeybee Democracy),
search for new places with a preference for safe
spacious sites. The scouts return to the hive to
advertise possible locations, with the rest of the
scouts following up on the initial searches. Scouts
use the strength of their dances to convince other
scouts about a site’s suitability. If a site has not
been chosen by evening, the process continues
the next morning.

A couple of my tips on
collecting swarms:
● Don’t go higher than three steps
on a ladder.
● A platform ladder is safer than other
stepladders.
● Who is going to pay for the hospital bill
if you fall and are hurt? Or if a straggler
bee stings a neighbor? Typically swarms
are not defensive when in flight because
they do not have a “home” to defend.
But if you are asked to remove a swarm,
talk with the landowner about who
will be picking up the charges for gas,
ambulance bills, responsibility for clean
up if removing a swarm from a house,
and the other financial possibilities.
● Beekeepers should always ask 		
permission before chasing a swarm
on someone else’s land.
Harold Sanford of Lake Barkley
Beekeepers Association gives this advice
on putting out traps:

When a swarm issues from a hive, it will
typically cluster on a limb or another object
within 100 meters of the mother hive. This is
your chance to grab a hive or a trap.
My husband, Doug, and I cut some old
wooden equipment in half rather than throwing
it away. He paints them dark green, hangs them
at about 12 feet, and puts drawn foundation
inside. The hole is approximately 1.25 inches
in diameter, about an inch or two up from the
bottom. Doug inserts a nail so predators can’t fly
in. He also puts a chunk of comb, some frames,
and lemongrass inside this swarm catcher.

Top photo, left: A tree dead inside
makes an attractive site for a
swarm. Top photo, right: Pennyrile
Beekeepers Association president
Brad Hodges made this trap from
an ammo box. Tammy Potter will
add a lure, available at bee supply
companies, to attract a swarm.
Lower photo: Bees swarm into the
trap entrance, past the predatorpreventing nail.

...

● Swarms prefer the edges of the forest,
so put your traps there.
● Put clean drawn foundation in your trap,
not yucky stuff.
● Use an arborist’s throw line to help
position a swarm that lands on a tree
limb closer to a hive.
● Partial frames are insufficient.
● Wear a full suit in the woods. Ticks are
common and carry Lyme disease.

the ideas are on page 5
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Could this accidental discovery save honey bees from Varroa?
By Ross Pomeroy, RealClearScience website
January 15, 2018

Scientists at the University of Hohenheim, Germany,
have found that a tiny dose of the compound lithium
chloride kills Varroa destructor mites without harming bees.
The scientists detailed their findings in the Jan. 12, 2018
issue of Scientific Reports.
The Varroa mite (V. destructor) is a scourge of honey bees
worldwide. Upon infiltrating a colony, the mites latch on to
bees, spreading the diseases the mites carry.
The United States Department of Agriculture reports 42
percent of U.S. commercial hives were infested in summer
2017, and 40 percent of beekeepers said Varroa seriously
harmed their colonies. By comparison, only 13 percent
reported harm from pesticides.
Chemical compounds exist to combat the parasites, but
they are outdated and increasingly ineffective, the researchers
write. No new compounds have been registered in 25 years.
German researchers sought to replicate studies at The
Hebrew University of Jerusalem that used a technique called
RNA interference. Mites infesting bees that were fed sugar
water with the designed RNA rapidly died, but so did mites

in a control group. The researchers suspected that the lithium
chloride used to produce the RNA was actually killing the
parasites. Subsequent testing confirmed their hypothesis.
The scientists then tested lithium chloride on Varroa
mites in conditions that approximated field studies. They
found that feeding honey bees minuscule amounts of lithium
chloride (at a concentration of no more than 25 millimolar)
over 24 to 72 hours wiped out 90 to 100 percent of Varroa
mites without significantly increasing bee mortality.
According to the researchers, lithium chloride could
be put to use very quickly. It is easily applied via feeding,
will not accumulate in beeswax, has a low toxicity for
mammals, and is reasonably priced. Wider studies on freeflying colonies testing long-term side effects and analyses of
potential residues in honey are needed.

Another view: Use oxalic acid
Meanwhile, Francis Ratnieks, a University of Sussex
apiculture professor, is skeptical of the new finding.
“We can kill 97 percent of the Varroa in a broodless hive
with a single application of oxalic acid, which takes five
minutes to apply, and is already registered and being used by
beekeepers,” he told RealClearScience via email. “I think it
will be difficult in practice to apply lithium salts to colonies
to kill Varroa and get the same level of control ... There are
also wider issues - registration, and potential contamination
of honey with a product that would not normally be there.”
It should be noted that other studies have shown oxalic
acid to be inconsistent at managing mites during summer
months, as well as in colonies with capped broods.
Regardless, the Hohenheim researchers are pressing
forward. They are already speaking with companies to get
a lithium chloride treatment refined, approved, and in the
hands of beekeepers.
“Lithium chloride has potential as an effective and
easy-to-apply treatment for artificial and natural swarms and
particularly for the huge number of package bees used for
pollination in the United States,” they conclude.
Source: Bettina Ziegelmann, Elisabeth Abele, Stefan Hannus,
Michaela Beitzinger, Stefan Berg & Peter Rosenkranz.
“Lithium chloride effectively kills the honey bee
parasite Varroa destructor by a systemic mode of action.”
Scientific Reports 8.
Article number: 683 (2018) doi:10 1038/s41598-017-19137-5.

.

.

.

Reprinted from https://www realclearscience com/quick_and_clear_
science/2018/01/15/accidental_discovery_could_save_bees_
from_their_greatest_threat html

.
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KSBA Spring Meeting set March 17 in London
And other springtime beekeeper education events
MARCH

APRIL

● March 3: Beekeeping School, Henderson.
Sponsored by Audubon Beekeepers. Henderson Co.
Cooperative Extension Center, 3341 Zion Road. 8:40 a.m.3 p.m. CST. Topics on website. Keynote speaker: former
Kentucky State Apiarist Phil Craft. Pre-registration $15 for
adults, $5 for 12 years and younger. $20 at the door. Lunch and
door prizes included.
More: Larry Stone, (270) 339-7245; Jan Powell, (270) 860-2942;
or visit audubonbeekeepersassociation.com.

● March 10: Bluegrass Beekeepers School,
Frankfort. Kentucky State University. Registration 8
a.m. EST. Speaker: Dr. Jen O’Keefe, Morehead State
University. Sessions 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Pre-registration $25
for adults and $10 for high-schoolers and younger if preregistration form is postmarked by March 2. Family rates
also available. Registration at the door $35 per adult and $15
per child. Lunch included.

● April 5-7: Kent Williams Bee School,
Wingo. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. CDT daily, 580 State Route 385 North.
Sponsored by Lake Barkley Beekeepers Association
(LBBA). No cost to attend. Basic hive inspection,
equipment assembly, pests and diseases, queen rearing
(beginning and advanced), swarm trapping, dowsing for
bees, nuc and package installation, and value-added hive
products. Wear protective gear. Lunches provided by LBBA
for donations.
More information: Chuck Collins, (270) 519-4772.

● April 26-29: Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders
Association Inc. insemination event with Purdue
stock. Pulaski Co., Lavender Lane Farm. Invitation-only event,
request invitation and reserve queen(s) purchase in advance.
For more information and pricing, call (606) 871-7300
or email Lavenderlanefarms @ gmail com.

.

● April 28: Hardin Co. Bee Seminar and
School, Elizabethtown, sponsored by the Hardin
Pre-registration form and more details: Bluegrass Beekeepers
Association website, bluegrassbeekeepers.com.
Co. Beekeepers Association. The program will include
presentations on the Kentucky Honey Certification Program,
● March 10: Beyond Beginning Beekeeping,
Kentucky Pollination Registration Program, basic beekeeping,
Burlington. Boone Co. Extension Office Enrichment
increasing honey production, and other topics. Hardin Co.
Center, lower level, 6028 Camp Ernst Rd. The Northern
Co-Op Extension Office, 201 Peterson Drive. Registration
Kentucky Beekeepers Association hosts an intermediate
7:30 - 8:30 a.m. EDT. $10 plus $5 for lunch. Program
beekeeping school on advanced topics. Registration 8:30 a.m.
introduction 8:30 a.m., sessions 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Door prizes.
EST, sessions 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Speaker: Phil Craft, former
More details: http://hardincountybeekeepers.org.
Kentucky state apiarist. $15 for members, $20 non-members,
$5 for 12 and under. Includes lunch with Q&A session.

.

Registration and school details at nkybeekeepers com
and at facebook com/nkybeekeepersassociation.

.

● March 17: KSBA Spring Meeting, London.
Laurel Co. Extension Office, 200 County Extension Road.
Speakers: Dr. Claire Rittschof on queen and worker stress,
and Dr. Tom Webster on Nosema and an investigative
potential mite control.
KSBA discount room rate available at Comfort Inn, 1918 West Hwy. 192
Bypass, London 40741. Phone (606) 877-7848, fax (606) 877-7907.

● March 24: Basic/Intermediate Dual Track
Beekeeping School, Springfield. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. EDT
at the Washington Co. Extension Office, 211 Progress Ave.
Washington Co. Beekeepers are hosts. Registration $30,
includes lunch, reference materials and handouts. Onsite
registration will be available. The Kentucky State University
beehive autoclave, which sterilizes brood boxes, supers and
frames, will operate 10 a.m.-4 p.m. EDT.
More: Dennis Morgeson, Washington Co. Extension Office,
(859) 336-7741, or email DL_CES_washington @ email . uky. edu.

MAY

● May 12: One-day Grafting Workshop
by Chris Renfro, KSBA president-elect and director of
Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders Association Inc.
● May 18-19: Queen Grafting Class, Somerset.
Dorothey Morgan, president of Kentucky Queen Bee
Breeders Association Inc. $75.
● May 19: Schoolhouse Bees Queen
Management Workshop, Visalia, 4041 Visalia
Road, (859) 356-1350. Intermediate level. $35, lunch and
breaks provided. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. EDT. Bring your jacket
and veil; we will be holding drones and queens. Limit 25
participants. Dr. Tammy Potter and Todd Kirchhoff.
● May 19: Intermediate Beekeeping, Shaker
Village of Pleasant Hill apiary. Second of the series.
Should have attended introductory session. Wear your
own protective gear and closed-toed shoes. Individuals
allergic to bee stings should not attend.

.

Registration: www.shakervillageky org.
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State Apiarist’s schedule
● March 5-6: USDA Honey Bee Health Survey
samples, weather permitting.
● March 10: Bluegrass Beekeepers School, Frankfort.
● March 11-18: Spring Break. Out of office, but feel
free to email.
● March 14: Vegetation Management conference,
Lexington.
● March 19: Estill Co. B.A., Irvine.
● March 20: USDA Honey Bee Health Survey.
● March 22: Shelby Co. B.A., Shelbyville.
● March 23: Fish and Wildlife meeting, Hart Co.
● March 26-27: USDA Honey Bee Health surveys.
● March 27: Capital City B.A., Frankfort.
● March 28: Arbor Day, Kentucky Department of
Natural Resources, Department of Fish and Wildlife
Resources, Wildlife Management Area, Acorn, Ky.
● March 30: Good Friday — state employee halfday holiday.

State apiarist resumes
Honey Bee Health survey
Dr. Tammy Potter, Kentucky state apiarist, will resume
her contributions to the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Honey Bee Health Survey this month,
sampling area hives March through June, weather permitting.
Under the grant that assesses apiary health in Kentucky,
participating beekeepers receive a free Varroa mite count,
Nosema spore count, and virus report.
“I’m in my third year of administrating the grant, and the
results have been shared with the public in every December
Beelines, as well as in my presentations,” Potter said.
“We have learned that most Kentucky apiaries have
at least one virus titer, some as many as five viruses,” she
continued.
Also, advanced technology indicates the rise of some
viruses in 2016 and 2017 that were not apparent in 2015.
“I take samples throughout the state but I can only do so
when there is brood in the hive, which is why I didn’t take
samples in February,” Potter said.

Cover of the Spring 2017 issue.

An information resource
especially for bee-ginners
New or beginning-years beekeepers should investigate a
magazine centered on start-up and early-years information,
BEEkeeping: Your First Three Years.
The quarterly publication, by the publishers of
Bee Culture Magazine, provides solid, factual, reliable
information especially of interest to this segment of the
beekeeping world. Recent articles include:
● A question-and-answer column by former Kentucky state
apiarist Phil Craft, in which he addresses whether to expect
honey from a first-year hive;
● “Build a Better Beeyard,” by Tom and Fran Davidson;
● Proper watering of a colony during winter, by James E. Tew,
who says, “This is not just another how-to-water-your-colony
article”; and
● A review of hive-tracking software by James Wilkes.
BEEkeeping is available nationwide in TSC Farm stores,
Barnes & Noble, Hastings, Books-A-Million, and hundreds
of independent bookstores.
BeeLines
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Bee Culture Magazine offers 25 good
places to sell your honey this season!
Below is three years of data on where Bee Culture Magazine respondents sold, and plan to sell, their honey. Seventeen
outlets are listed, and, yes, there are more. BC asked, “Where else?” and several more outlets were mentioned – feed stores,
coffee shops, hardware stores, church fairs, to their family, annual holiday fairs, restaurants, and orchard stores where they
pollinated – 25 places to sell honey. You
shouldn’t have any left this year!
Sales from home were up more than
20 percent over last year, and about 15
percent above the average. Gift store sales
are increasing, as are sales to customers
at work. Both of these are refreshing. We
think it’s the “local” in local farm markets
that drives those sales increases.
We also think local small packers are
taking advantage of the local honey for
the same reasons and buying from more
local beekeepers, who aren’t, incidentally,
selling more but rather keeping it home.
Local honey is selling well at fairs, and
internet sales continue to grow in terms
of amount of honey sold there.

Below is the most recent monthly Bee Culture report on honey prices in each region of the U.S.
(Kentucky is in Region 2).

.

Check out what Bee Culture Magazine has to offer both experienced and beginning beekeepers! Visit beeculture org.
BeeLines
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AVOID

Words To
On Your Label
By Dr. Tammy Potter
Kentucky State Apiarist

Here are some pointers as you prepare and label
your honey for sale at farmers’ markets* and other venues.
● Anyone offering honey samples is required to complete the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) Sampling
Application (see below for online source). You will then
be issued a “Cooked/Processed Sampling Certificate.”
This does not require Good Agriculture Practices (GAP)
training or Produce Best Practices Training (PBPT),
unless you also plan to offer samples of raw and uncooked
fruits and vegetables.
The KDA Sampling Application can be downloaded, printed out, and
completed at www kyagr com/marketing/documents/
FM_SamplingPacket pdf.

.

.

.

● The word “raw” applies to fruits and vegetables, but
not honey. Don’t use “raw” to describe honey; such
usage is misleading. To quote from Florida’s Honey
Labeling section, “There is no official standard for ‘raw
honey,’ so the name is essentially just an advertising
gimmick used to convince customers the honey has not
been filtered or heated. When customers ask for ‘raw
honey,’ they want honey that has only been strained, so
avoid labeling or selling honey as ‘raw’.”
● Avoid nutritional claims or health-related statements
on the label (e.g., “healthy,” “packed with energy,” “low in
fat,” “good for allergies”) because such statements would
oblige display of the nutritional-content label required by
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
● Avoid using “organic.” Words preceding the word
“honey,” such as “natural” or “all-natural” are acceptable,
and reinforce the quality and purity of the product. The
word “organic,” however, is not just another adjective,
nor is it synonymous with “natural.” To produce or
handle agricultural products that can be sold, labeled, or
represented as “organic,” “100-percent organic,” “made
with organic ingredients,” or “USDA Organic,” you must
be certified by an accredited certifying agent (see below).
More information on how to become Certified Organic can be found
on the National Organic Program website, www ams usda gov/services/
organic-certification/faq-becoming-certified.

.

.

.

.

KDA’s Organic Program website: kyagr com/marketing/
organic-marketing html.

.

● Honey may be designated according to floral or plant
source (e.g., “clover honey”) only if it comes predominantly
from that particular source and has the scientific properties
corresponding with that origin. Beekeepers should avoid
preceding the floral source with the word “pure,” since bees
do not use one floral source exclusively.
● Monofloral honeys need 46 percent of one pollen to be
in compliance with FDA and International label laws. The
burden of proof is on the beekeeper, not the customer, to
prove single-floral honey and produce a pollen analysis of the
current year to back up the monofloral label. As above, avoid
preceding the floral source with the word “pure.”

. .

FDA policy on monofloral honey labeling: https://www fda gov/iceci/
compliancemanuals/compliancepolicyguidancemanual/ucm074437 htm.

.

article was reviewed by Sharon Spencer, director
* ofThisKDA’s
Direct Farm Marketing Division, Office of
Agricultural Marketing.
Too full

CORRECT
FILL LINE
Not enough

Fill to here
Fill your one-pound
honey jars up to the
middle contiguous ring
on the jar.If you go
too low, you cheat the
customer; if you go too
high, you cheat yourself.
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Researcher requests your help collecting pollen samples
To that end, I am reaching
out to you to solicit the help
of commercial beekeepers,
especially those that have
colonies located in multiple crops
throughout the year.

Utah State University researcher Dr. Diana
Cox-Foster writes to ask your help with her
research project. Following is her message.
Dear All:
I hope this finds you and your operation doing well.
As many of you know, Utah State University
professor Bill Doucette and I are interested in
detailing the exposures of honey bees and other
pollinators to organosilicone spray adjuvants (OSS).
Dr. Chris Mullin at Penn State University was
instrumental in finding that the exposure of bees to
these adjuvants has been increasing exponentially
since the early 2000s, and that they may be used in
tank-mixing many pesticides for use in almost all crops
and even in natural environments (herbicide use).
My research at the United States Department of
Agriculture’s Agricultural Research Service (USDAARS) has been adding to the data that indicate that
OSS can interact with pathogens and also affect the
biology/health of bees.
We need to determine the actual levels of exposure
of the bees to OSS in many crops and across time.
Having samples from natural environments and CRP
lands will also be of great help, since it is known that
other active ingredients do get blown/carried over
into non-agricultural regions. Bill Doucette is an
environmental chemist and has in place the abilities
to detect and quantify the OSS and several pesticides
from pollen and bees.
Currently, there are no restrictions on OSS use
in the United States or in any state. These are legal
to use at the maximum label usage (0.1 to 0.5% in
the tank mixes; exceeding these levels is phototoxic).
They can be used in each and every spray. With
recommended usage, the level of exposure would be 300
to 5000 ppm in a single spray. How much gets to the
bees is unknown. We also do not know how stable these
compounds are, so they may persist in the environment
and be taken up by plants for incorporation into pollen
and nectar.  I have heard recent reports of adult bee
and colony losses from several, making our efforts even
more pressing.

Bill Doucette has prepared
a packet that can be sent to
beekeepers that contains simple
Dr. Diana Cox-Foster. instructions and all that is needed
to send pollen back to him for
analysis.
All we need is about a quarter-cup of pollen
taken from a pollen trap of a hive. If we can get
samples from three hives within a location, that would
be ideal.
No special handling or refrigeration is needed, and
a prepaid envelope for mailing via the U.S. Postal Service
back to him is included (just drop in a mail box).   
We would be happy to send multiple envelopes
to a commercial beekeeper who has hives in multiple
locations for use over the season. Just let us know how
many envelopes you want and where to send them.
We will be happy to send you the exposures we
find in pollen samples. If you are interested in learning
about the levels of other pesticides, please let me know.
Dr. Doucette also has the capability of analyzing
30 or so active ingredients in fungicides and
insecticides.
I would very much appreciate it if you can forward
this request to other beekeepers. ... Please let me know
if you have questions or concerns.
________________________________________
Dr. Diana L. Cox-Foster
Research Leader
USDA-ARS-PWA Pollinating Insect Biol., Mgmt. Syst. - Research Unit
Utah State University
Dept. Biology, UMC5310
Logan UT 84322
Phone: (435) 797-0530
Email: Diana Cox-Foster @ ars usda gov

.

.

.

BeeLines

●

March 2018

●

7

Susan Dunklee:
Biathlete ...
and beekeeper

By Marina Dmukhovskaya
Communications Project Manager
International Biathlon Union

During the winters, biathletes concentrate on their sport
(the biathlon combines cross-country skiing and riflery).
During the summer months, they have more time for their
family, friends, and hobbies.
International Biathlon Union (IBU) World
Championships silver medalist and 2018 USA Olympian
Susan Dunklee finished a successful 2017 season to go back
home to see her family, and her bees.

How it all started
Dunklee studied alpine wildflowers during her college
summers at a Colorado ecology research station.
“That’s when I first became interested in pollinators. ...
Fast forward a few years to April 2013 when I was visiting
a friend in California. While I was there, a honey bee
swarm settled into a tree in the backyard.” Dunklee saw
a neighborhood “bee whisperer” climb the tree barefoot,
in only shorts and a T-shirt, and capture the swarm in a
cardboard box. “I was fascinated.” [State Apiarist Tammy
Potter, on the other hand, is disquieted. Her tips on swarmcatching on page 1 totally contradict this method.]
The American biathlete, inspired by this, decided to take
up a new hobby. She currently manages two hives for her ski
club, the Craftsbury Outdoor Center.

Spreading the good word
She talked about her beekeeping routine. “Spring and
fall work often requires a little extra time, much like a garden
would. Typically I open the hives about every 10 days or so
through the summer to check in on them and add supers if
needed, which can take a couple hours. We keep them inside
an electric fence to keep black bears from raiding them.”
In her ski club Dunklee set a trend, teaching some of her
club teammates how to work with the hives. “We are creating
an ‘observation hive’ with clear walls to use as an educational
took to teach local kids about pollination,” Dunklee said.
Dunklee’s new hobby has contributed to her success in
biathlon. In the last couple of years, she turned from one of
the slowest shooters in the field to one of the fastest.

Biathlon Olympian Susan Dunklee and a super.
IBU Photo: Caitlin Patterson.

“I always used to be a slow shooter, and I identified
it couple of years ago as the biggest weak link I have as a
biathlete. Every time I came into the range I could easily lose
10 seconds, sometimes even 15!” (Speed and accuracy in
shooting contributes to, or takes away from, the skiing time
measurement.)
Over the last two summers Dunklee worked out a
customized shooting plan with her coaches to achieve the
state when “shooting fast feels like normal.” In the meantime,
her new hobby also had some mostly psychological effect on
her shooting.
“Opening up a beehive reminds me of shooting during a
high-pressure race. In both situations, you must remain calm in
the midst of chaos, whether it be thousands of bees zooming
around your head or 29 other women racing to knock down
their targets first. Both are distracting environments where
one small mistake can lead to painful consequences. You have
to stay perfectly calm and focus on the process of doing what
needs to be done. Fear results in missed targets and beestings.
Honey bees can sense fear, and it causes them to become
more aggressive.”

Dunklee honey ... someday
When asked if the Biathlon family is to expect Dunklee
honey produced soon, the newly-qualified beekeeper laughs.
“I have not really successfully harvested any honey yet,
I’ve been working on keeping some colonies of bees alive.”
BeeLines
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Education funding abounds for honey bee students

Essay contest deadline near

Mann Lake Scholarship deadline April 1

Kentucky high school eassayists are competing for a
$750 national first prize in this year’s national 4-H essay
contest. This year the topic is “What’s So Super About the
Super Organism in the Honey Bee?”
Essayists should turn in their work to their local 4-H
offices before the end of February. Each office will forward
one winning essay to Dr. Tom Webster (thomas.webster@
kysu.edu), Kentucky State University, by March 5. He will
choose and send the winning Kentucky essay to the 4-H
national office by March 9.

Information on the Mann Lake Scholarship application
process follows on the next three pages of this newsletter.
Deadline for nominations/applications is April 1.

Scholarship directory on KyAEC website
Visit the webiste of Kentucky Agriculture and
Environment in the Classroom, Inc. (KyAEC) for a
directory listing several ag scholarship opportunities.

.

.

www teachkyag org/news--views/
agriculture-related-scholarship-opportunities.

More details were published intiailly on page 4 of the February 2018
BeeLines, available at kyagr com/statevet/documents/
BEELINES-FEBRUARY-2018 pdf.

.

.

KWIA offering $1,000 scholarship
Kentucky Women in Agriculture (KWIA)
offers a $1,000 scholarship to a Kentucky college
junior or senior, and also offers scholarship
assistance to attend the KWIA annual
conference, according to Helena Pitcock,
KWIA president. Deadline to apply is June 30.
The $1,000 scholarship recipient must be an
upperclass female of at least junior standing in the
fall semester. See the website for full information.
The conference scholarship, typically $100,
will pay the recipient’s conference registration,
membership dues and some amount toward
travel expenses. This scholarship, Pitcock said,
is for anyone who shows need by completing
the conference scholarship application.
The application is on the last page of this issue of
BeeLines. Required information, judging criteria, and
deadlines on both scholarships:
www.kywomeninag com/scholarships html.

.

.

Bee-coming more involved
These Perry County 4-Hers volunteered to help with
lunch at the 2018 Eastern Kentucky Winter Bee School.
Skyler Turner (far right) was the statewide winner of last
year’s 4-H essay contest with her essay on the Kentucky
Pollinator Protection Plan.
BeeLines wants to publish photos of your Association’s
outreach to young people and to the general public.
Email JPG photo files and background information to
Tammy Potter (tammy.potter @ ky.gov).
BeeLines
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Rules: Mann Lake EAS Master Beekeeper Scholarship
scholarship, sponsored by Mann Lake Ltd. and created and • Candidates must write an essay of no less than two, and no
• This
administered by the EAS Master Beekeepers, was established
more than three, double-spaced typewritten pages describing
to encourage a worthy young individual to pursue an interest in
honey bees and beekeeping. The Scholarship will provide the
waiver of registration fees by EAS for the short course and the
main conference, and up to $1,000 to the successful candidate
to offset other conference expenses.

will waive the scholarship recipient’s registration fees for
• EAS
both the short course and the main conference.

expenses such as standard on-site lodging and
• Conference
meals (including special social events, BBQs, and Friday night

banquet, etc.) will be paid from the scholarship fund on behalf of
the successful candidate.

scholarship will provide travel expenses up to $500, which
• The
may include airfare or mileage reimbursement. Travel expenses
below $500 will be reimbursed at actual expense incurred.

expenses to and from the conference will be paid to the
• Travel
candidate following submission of receipts for travel such as

airline vouchers or mileage. Travel expenses will be reimbursed
following receipt of documentation.

Scholarship Eligibility

their reasons for wanting to attend the EAS conference. The
essay should also outline the candidate’s ambitions with respect
to beekeeping, including both short- and long-term plans.

must be received by the Chairperson of the Master
• Applications
Beekeeper Scholarship Committee by April 1 of the year in
which the applicant plans to attend the EAS conference.

Award Criteria

will be given to candidates who, in the judgment of
• Preference
the Scholarship Committee, are serious in their commitment to

apiculture. For example, a serious candidate may be planning to
pursue a career as a commercial beekeeper, an entomologist, a
researcher in apiculture, a queen breeder, or similar profession.
A dedicated hobbyist may also win the scholarship, but
preference will be given to candidates planning to pursue a
career in apiculture.

• The candidate must be an EAS member.
candidate must be of good character, responsible, hard• The
working and honest. It is expected that, while attending
the conference, the successful candidate will behave in a
responsible and respectful manner.

candidate may be any young person between the ages of 18
• The
the conference, the scholarship recipient will prepare
• Following
and 25 who is a full-time student, or is not a full-time student but
an article for the EAS Journal of at least one column in length,
is currently employed by a commercial or sideliner beekeeper and
plans to pursue a career in apiculture. If the candidate is a veteran
of any branch of the U.S. armed forces, the age limit is 30.

candidate must have been keeping bees for a minimum of
• The
one year by the time the conference for which the scholarship is
requested begins.

candidate may have a beekeeping mentor, who can be a
• The
parent or other experienced adult, but the candidate must be
primarily responsible for the care of his or her bees.

candidate must have participated in a local short course in
• The
beekeeping.
Scholarship Application

candidates must complete an application form (next
• Qualified
two pages) providing their basic contact information, brief

beekeeping experience and education, and other relevant data.

must provide letters of recommendation from at least
• Candidates
two experienced beekeepers, preferably a mentor and another

beekeeping individual familiar with the candidate’s experience
and qualifications. If possible, this individual should be a Master
Beekeeper, state apiarist, educator or research/extension specialist
in the home state of the candidate. These letters of recommendation
should be sent directly by the person providing the recommendation
to the Master Beekeeper Scholarship Committee.

or as indicated by the Journal editor, describing his or her
experiences at the EAS conference. The article should include
photographs and discuss how attending EAS has influenced
the recipient’s beekeeping knowledge and post-conference
experiences. The article should be submitted no later than six
months following the end of the conference.

Beekeeping public education
award nominations due April 1
Nominations for the EAS Charles and Evelyn Divelbiss
Education Award are due April 1 at EAS offices. The award
is presented to a person or couple who has over a period of
years reached out to the non-beekeeping public to explain
the value of honey bees in our lives. The nominee does not
need to be from your own area.
To nominate, write a letter outlining how the candidate
has reached the general public, including groups such
as schools, civic clubs, community organizations, media
interviews, and exhibits at county and state fairs.
Email nominations and letters of support
to AwardNomination@ easternapiculture org.

.
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Mann Lake Eastern Apicultural Society Master
Beekeeper Scholarship Application
Applicant Name: _______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________
Date of Birth: ____________________________________

State: ___________
Citizenship:

Zip Code: _____________
U.S.

Canada

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _________________________________

Mobile phone: ______________________________

How and when did you get started keeping bees? ________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Tell us about your beekeeping experience (How many colonies do you have? Where you keep them? )
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever attended any beekeeping classes on basic or advanced topics? Please describe:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Mann Lake Eastern Apicultural Society Master
Beekeeper Scholarship Application
Applicants should provide at least two letters of recommendation from experienced beekeepers that
they know. These letters should preferably be written by a mentor and another beekeeping individual
familiar with the applicant’s experience and qualifications. If possible, these recommendations should
be provided by a Master Beekeeper, state apiarist, educator or research/extension specialist in the
applicant’s home state. Individuals providing recommendations should send their letters directly to the
Scholarship Committee at MannLakeScholarship@EasternApiculture.org or by mail to the address at
the bottom of this page. These letters must be received no later than April 1.
Please list the individuals providing letters of recommendation on your behalf:

(1) Name: __________________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________
Relationship to applicant: __________________________________________________
Experience in beekeeping: _________________________________________________
(2) Name: __________________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________
Relationship to applicant: __________________________________________________
Experience in beekeeping: _________________________________________________
Please attach to this application an essay of two to three pages in length, typed and double-spaced, that
describes your reasons for wanting to attend the EAS conference. You should also explain what your
plans and goals are for future beekeeping activities, both in the short and long term.

_____________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature

_______________________
Date

Submit this completed application, with your essay, to MannLakeScholarship@EasternApiculture.org
or by mail to Brenda Kiessling, 10610 Hunters Valley Rd., Vienna, VA 22181.
BeeLines

●

March 2018

●

12

BeeLines

●

March 2018

●

13

