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LCBA meeting Monday, April 16 2018
Guest presenter: Shannon Trimboli
As beekeepers, we need to know which plants will
best benefit our bees. Guest Presenter Shannon
Trimboli will be discussing these important
plants and the nectar flow they provide. Shannon
has a B.S. in wildlife biology from Murray State
University and an M.S. in biology from Western
Kentucky University. Shannon and her husband
keep bees on their small farm in south central
Kentucky, and work on multiple restoration pro-

jects to improve their wildlife and pollinator habitat. Shannon is the author of the recentlypublished book “Plants Honey Bees Use in the
Ohio and Tennessee Valleys”.
6pm Doors open for general discussion and meet
and greet.
6.30pm Brief LCBA business meeting
7:00pm Shannon Trimboli’s presentation
Refreshments will be served after the meeting.

Mike’s Ramblings—A note from Mike Wooton, LCBA Vice President
Finally getting into my hives. All seem to be doing good this spring; pollen being brought in,
Queens laying and brood pattern good. I have
one hive that is a little iffy but I did find the
Queen. Will check for capped brood when
weather permits next week. Will decide what to
do then. Now is the time for spring maintenance.
I like to rotate the brood boxes as soon as I find
brood in the upper box. Be careful not to break
the cluster. I am also feeding sugar water for an
extra boost. Honey stores are light in my hives.
Even the first sting of the year is welcome.

project and meeting the same day as our club
meeting. We wish them much success.
Cindy Robinson, Ginger Renaker and myself just
manned a booth at the Green Living Fair and had
several beginning beekeepers and others asking
questions about beekeeping. There is an interest
in our community in the protecting and encouraging others to protect our bees. We need to keep
spreading the word.
LCBA will also be at the Earth Day event on
Sunday, April 15, 2018 at Somerset Community College from 1-4:30pm. Volunteers are
needed to help with the display and to talk to
visitors about bees and beekeeping. Please contact me if you are able to assist.

We had a good March meeting with several members participating and some newcomers also. All
are welcome. Thanks to John Hutchinson for
sharing his expertise. I will be trying some of the
spring management techniques he talked about.
Mr. Brock talked about interacting with schools
and letting the shop and artist classes get involved with the construction and painting of
hives. He said everyone involved were excited.
Local businesses donated many of the materials
needed.

Thanks to Beth Wilson for continuing support.
Remember our Monday April 16 meeting, when
Shannon Trimboli will be speaking on nectar
flows.
Mike Wooton
Vice President
Lake Cumberland Beekeepers Association
Mikewooton@hotmail.com

Our club will be donating bee veils and helping
the Pulaski county 4H Club that is starting a bee

Editor: Hilary Forsyth
LCBA email: lakecumberland.beekeepers@gmail.com
LCBA website: www.lakecumberlandbeekeepers.com

LCBA Newsletter April 2018

LCBA President: Ginger Renaker
Phone: 606-416-0041
LCBA Vice-President: Michael Wooton
Cell phone: 606-492-5228

1

Check out this month’s edition of the KSBA newsletter “Beelines” for the latest information on beekeeping around the Commonwealth. “Beelines” is
posted on the LCBA website:
www.lakecumberlandbeekeepers.com
Click under ‘Resources’

April Hive Maintenance Notes
from Dr. Tammy Horn Potter
KY State Apiarist Dr. Tammy Horn Potter, had the
following comments to share in her email to KSBA
members to which the KSBA newsletter
“Beelines” was attached:
“On a personal note, I was in our hives on Saturday, and our hives needed feeding, so Doug and I
were giving fondant to the hives on Easter Sunday morning. I want to encourage everyone to
check the hives for adequate nectar and pollen. We also found a few swarm cells and given
all the pollen availability, some colonies had a lot
of drone brood too. Sometimes too much drone
brood can be a sign of trouble, but when the
hives have plenty of pollen and also plenty of
worker brood, the hive has the resources to provide for drones.”

Hive Management Webinar :
Monday April 16, 2018
Honey Bee Health Coalition is offering a webinar
on Hive Management Resources.
Date: Monday, April 16, 2018 at Noon Central.
Register for the webinar by clicking on the link
below:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/3634714251910557185

4H Beekeeping Club Report
The 4-H beekeeping club has met and finished
the construction of their hive during the environmental cleanup day at the Pulaski County Cooperative Extension Office. The cleanup day has
completed the PRIDE grant that was used to purchase some of the supplies for the beekeeping
club. Later in the month we will be making splits
form the hives already at the extension property
for the 4-H club to have. We are always looking
for more kids to join us, if a child is under the age
of nine an adult has to attend meeting with them,
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but they are still welcome to come. Pulaski
County 4-H wants to thank the LCBA for all their
support and help in creating the 4-H Beekeeping
program.
Meagan Lucas
Pulaski County Extension Agent for
4-H Youth Development
Office: 606-679-6361
Fax: 606-679-6271
Email: meagan.lucas@uky.edu
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John Hutchinson’s presentation at the March 2018 LCBA meeting
Guest presenter John Hutchinson shared his
knowledge, thoughts and views on Spring
Hive Management.

John uses a jar entrance feeder as a source of
food and/or water in the summer. He uses no
chemicals in his hives, but uses IPM (Integrated
Pest Management) methods such as screened
bottom boards. He controls varroa mites by placing a green drone frame in the hive this time of
the year. Mites prefer to lay their eggs in the
larger drone brood cells. You can use just an
empty frame but be sure to mark the top. He
later removes the frame of capped drone brood
and places it in the freezer to kill the varroa eggs
and mites laid in the cells. He returns the frame
to the hive for the bees to clean up and repeat
the laying process. He also sprinkles powdered
sugar on his bees to help control mite infestation.

John Hutchinson, a lifelong beekeeper and a charter member of LCBA, shared his beekeeping history beginning with a great grandfather who
wrote books on beekeeping in the 1800s. He
learned beekeeping as a child from his grandfather, Dr. C.E. Hutchinson, an instructor at Somerset Community College. As a teenager he made
spending money by selling honey. He shared his
experiences in keeping from 2 – 100 hives and
making his own equipment to cut costs. During
the past few years family responsibilities had
taken time from his beekeeping but it is always
“in your blood” he said.

John shared that by a placing a frame of brood in
a new hive where you are installing package bees
will usually prevent them from absconding. He
has not bought queens for some time. He lets
the bees raise their own queen by doing a side by
side split. This is done by finding the queen and
setting her aside. He places an empty nuc box
next to the existing hive and moves a frame of
eggs and larve along with the nurse bees to
the nuc box. He adds a frame of pollen and
honey and a frame of drawn comb. He fills the
remaining space in the nuc box with frames of
foundation. He shakes more bees into the nuc
from the mother hive then returns the queen to
the mother hive and closes up both. It will take
21 days to raise a queen and up to 10 days for
her to mate. You should find a queen laying eggs
in the nuc in about a month. John has had great
success bringing 5 frame nucs through the winter
with 3 frames of food.

The following are his thoughts on Spring Hive
Management.
Spring Management begins in the fall when hives
should be loaded with feed. You cannot depend
on the goldenrod bloom to get the hives through
winter. John has used high fructose syrup to
feed, but usually feeds 2:1 sugar syrup in inverted quart jars inside the hive to build up
stores. Hives may be light in February and March
and will need food to prevent starvation.
Give the bees space in the hive when the dandelion blooms. John recommends reversing the
brood boxes of the hive at this time of the year.
The cluster is usually in the top box and the
queen, which likes to move upward in the hive, is
increasing her egg laying. You may add supers
with frames of foundation for the bees to draw
out at this time. It is a good time to switch out
frames with blackish comb for frames with new
foundation. Do not add supers of drawn comb
until the redbud bloom has waned.

- Pat Rizenbergs

LCBA March 2018 Hive Count
Lake Cumberland Beekeepers' Association reported 203 hives in 50 operations this March.
We lost 77 out of the 280 we had last October for a current winter loss of 28%. This is double our previous winter loss of 14%. In our club discussion of what produced this loss, the
primary reasons given were failure to feed in the fall and failure to control the mite population.
- Pat Rizenbergs
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Casey County Bees
March really was a difficult month for the bees,
when conditions were mostly too cold, too wet,
too windy for the bees to get out and about.
Snow and freezing temperatures put paid to early
blossoms, making foraging even more difficult.

the 70s by the end of this week, and we plan to
split our hives using double screen boards.
To split the hives, we will put the queen, a frame
of brood (making sure there are no queen cells
attached), and a frame or two of stores into a
deep brood box, filling up the rest of the box with
empty drawn and undrawn frames. Above this
box we will put a medium super, and then the
double screen board.

Finally over the Easter weekend the weather
warmed up enough to risk inspecting the hives.
As was to be expected given the cold weather,
there was less brood in the hives than we had
seen at this time last year, but we were relieved
to find all five queens were laying well, with eggs,
uncapped and capped brood in a good laying pattern. We did see a couple of queen cups, so the
bees are starting to think about swarming. Some
drones were evident, too, hanging around the
hive entrances and generally getting in the way,
as they do.

A second deep box above the screen board will
house the rest of the brood frames, plus stores,
and any queen cells that may have developed.
The foraging bees will return to the lower brood
box to be with their queen. In the upper box, the
nurse bees will remain to look after the brood,
and new queens will emerge from the developing
queen cells. At least—that’s how it works in theory!

Early April temperatures are still below normal,
but foraging has increased tremendously and the
bees are bringing in loads of mostly bright orange
pollen. Temperatures are predicted to get up into

- Hilary Forsyth

Some interesting insight and comments
from Shane at Brushy Mountain Bees:

there right now, so it is important to feed those
new colonies. If the cold continues and they are
unable to break cluster for a few days, put some
emergency feed such as fondant in the hive.
When the bees cluster it means they can’t get to
a feeder, but they can cluster around the fondant,
thus they have food. If you have over-wintered
colonies, there is a very good chance they may
have exhausted their food supply by this point. If
this is the case, give them the fondant as well. It
is cheap insurance!

“This bee season is off to a rocky start. Numerous
snow storms still plague the northeast, unseasonably cold weather in the southeast, and unfavorable weather on the west coast as well. This
has resulted in a sluggish start to colony growth
which has impacted delivery dates of packages.
Of course, this is a huge inconvenience for everyone and a decision which is not made lightly.
However, beekeeping is agriculture and thus we
are at the whims of Mother Nature.

Once this weather pattern breaks, I think we will
see an explosion of resources and, consequently,
an explosion of colonies as well. Rapid growth can
make it difficult to stay ahead of the colonies
leading to a heavy swarming season. This may or
may not be a bad thing depending on your perspective. The break in brood impacts the mites,
but it also impacts honey production. Either way
have those swarm traps and supers ready to go. I
think you are going to need them.

Despite these early challenges, there is an upside. Last year, you may remember, we had unseasonable warm weather for an extend period in
January and early February which accelerated the
bloom. This was followed by cold that and killed
most of the bloom which had a lasting effect on
the entire season. This year winter hasn’t really
ended yet, thus the bloom and resulting flow
shouldn’t be affected. In fact, I’m going out on a
limb and tell you that my crystal ball is predicting
a very good honey year*

Cheers, Shane
*Not a registered psychic.”

How does this affect management? New beekeepers starting packages or NUCs must be
aware that there may not be much blooming out
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Brushy Mountain Bee Farm
<brushymountainbeefarm@reply.bronto.com>
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