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Colorful publicity
Art projects in Perry and Rockcastle counties remind us that painted hives and boxes 
draw public attention to the pollinators’ story. At left, these nine honey bee hives won a 
Rockcastle County decorating contest that also solved a time crunch for a local beekeeper. 
At right, Alexa Deaton, a second-generation 4-Her from Perry County, builds one of a series 
of mason bee houses that will sport educational information. Mason bees differ from honey 
bees --- they are solitary, do not make honey, and do not sting. However, mason bees are 
great pollinators. More details and photos, pages 5 and 6. 

Jan Gibson photo

Dave Shenefeld, from Indiana, is a 
crucial part of the Heartland Queen Bee 
Breeders program. Above, Shenefeld 
conducts lab research at Purdue 
University. 

Shenefeld named 2018 judge
Time to line up your 
entries for the 2018 
Kentucky State Fair

Queen Kayla will 
bee our guest 

at the State Fair!
2018 Honey Queen Kayla 
Fusselman has scheduled a visit 
to the Kentucky State Fair. 
Meanwhile, beekeepers all over 
the world will honor World Bee 
Day on May 20. Below, Kayla 
demonstrates how to observe 
“Take Your Bees To Work Day.”  

See JUDGE,  page 8

By Dr. Tammy Potter
Kentucky State Apiarist

This year’s Kentucky State Fair will 
see an exciting mix of new faces and 
places!

The Bees and Honey judge will 
be David Shenefeld, whose Indiana 
family has been keeping bees for four 
generations. He is a familiar personality 
to many Kentucky beekeepers.

Dave is one of the consistent 
volunteers at the Purdue queen 
production classes in West Lafayette, 
Indiana (including the Heartland 
Queen Bee Breeders Association), and a 
perennial favorite speaker at Heartland 
Apiculture Society meetings.

WORLD 
BEE DAY 
MAY 20 
Where did it start?  See page 7
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Beekeeper education events . 

MAY
● May 12: One-day Grafting Workshop by Chris Renfrow, 

KSBA president-elect and director of Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders 
Association Inc. Five spots left at press time. $30. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. CDT, 
Ohio County Extension Office, 1337 Clay Street, Hartford 42347. 

Send check to Chris Renfrow, 1525 Olaton Road, Olaton, KY 42361. 
Phone is (270) 556-0853.  

●  May 18-19: Queen Grafting Class, Somerset. Dorothey 
Morgan, Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders Association Inc.  SOLD 
OUT.  Pulaski Co. Cooperative Extension office, 28 Parkway Drive. 

●  May 19: Schoolhouse Bees Queen Management 
Workshop,  9 a.m.-3 p.m. EDT. 4041 Visalia Road, Visalia,  
(859) 356-1350. Dr. Tammy Potter and Todd Kirchhoff.  Intermediate 
level.  $35, lunch and breaks provided. Limit 25 participants. Bring your 
jacket and veil; we will be in hives and holding drones and queens.  

●  May 19: Intermediate Beekeeping, Shaker Village of 
Pleasant Hill apiary, a learning laboratory for sharing sustainable 
management practices for beekeepers. Appropriate for participants 
with at least one beehive, including first-year beekeepers. Second of 
the series. Prerequisite: the introductory session. Cost $60. Wear your 
own protective gloves, veils, long-sleeve shirts and pants, and closed-
toe shoes to participate in the hands-on portions of this session. 
Don’t attend if allergic to stings. 

Registration: www.shakervillageky.org.

State Apiarist’s 
schedule

●  May 1:  USDA sampling; Northern 
Kentucky B.A. in the evening.

● May 3: Lawrence County. B.A.

● May 11: Headley-Whitney Museum 
garden event, Lexington. 

● May 12: Gardenside Neighborhood 
Association, 10 a.m.-12 noon EDT.  

● May 14: USDA sampling; Audubon 
B.A. in the evening.

● May 15: USDA sampling; Ohio 
County B.A. in, the evening.

● May 17: Kentucky Women in 
Agriculture meeting, Fayette County. 

● May 19: Schoolhouse Bees session 
on hive management (see left).

● May 26: Gardenside Neighborhood 
Association, 1-6 p.m. EDT. 

A five-day inter-generational immersion experience that 
will teach 10-year-olds to adults everything they need to 
know to get started in beekeeping will be held June 17-21 
at Mississippi State University (MSU), Starkville. Parents, 
grandparents, children, and grandchildren are encouraged to 
attend together. 

The $450 cost of this residential academic camp covers 
dorm accommodations on the MSU campus, meals, on-site 
transportation, and a camp T-shirt. The camp is held in the 
Clay Lyle Entomology Building and at its adjacent hives.

Camp starts with an introduction to the equipment, 
jargon, and personal protective equipment beekeepers use, 
said workshop facilitator Dr. Jeff Harris. Next they train on 
smokers, then head for the hives.

Topics the camp will cover include basic bee biology; 
starting and owning honey bee colonies; how to buy bees; 
finding, marking and clipping the queen; queen rearing 
(quality, grafting, and requeening); caring for honey bees 
throughout the year; stings and colony defense; managing 
diseases, pests, and parasites; harvesting and processing 
honey and wax; honey and pollen in human nutrition 
(myths and truths); specialty honey; protecting combs; 

bee communication (you will do the waggle dance); swarm 
management; gustation of honey in bees and humans; 
income and the slippery slope into business; preparing the 
hive for the winter; and a trip to a commercial apiary or bee 
yard. Workshop staff will continue to assist participants after 
camp, Dr. Harris said. 

More information: bugcampmama@gmail.com.
Registration and other camp forms:

http://www.wv.rw.biochemistry.msstate. 
edubugcamp/beekeeping.asp.

A fun family week: Miss. State bee camp in June
Hives just 
outside the Clay 
Lyle Entomology 
Building allow 
hands-on 
practice for each 
topic covered 
by the MSU 
Beekeeping 
Camp. (MSU 
photo)
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Small hive beetles have been a problem in Kentucky, and with February 
as warm and humid as it was (258 percent increase in precipitation), I suspect that we 
beekeepers will have our hands full controlling this pest.  

Richard Hosey demonstrates one non-chemical control of small hive beetles. He takes 
a “deep” and stuffs its entrance so bees cannot enter.  Then, he fills it with diatomaceous 
earth.  Next, he places a queen excluder over the “deep.”  

Now whenever he finds a frame that has 
a lot of small hive beetles, he will simply place 
the frame over the queen excluder and use 
his smoker to drive the beetles through the 
excluder and into the diatomaceous earth.  

You can also use traps, placing them 
around the winter cluster, since we have had 
another round of cold weather.  

Some people use salt around the hives, 
and this, too, can be an effective control.  

Also, remember Jennifer Berry’s advice 
to simply score the earth with a hive tool or 
hoe so that the beetles pupating in the soil  
are exposed to UV light. This will kill them.  

Sometimes hives have  laying workers. When a queen 
bee runs out of fertilized eggs, the amount of queen pheromone 
decreases, allowing worker bees’ ovaries to develop, and they lay 
multiple eggs in cells. Only drones can develop from the eggs of 
laying workers, so a colony cannot survive long-term when this is 
happening. 

Laying-worker colonies are the most difficult to “turn 
around,” which is why the conventional advice is to re-queen.  
I tell people to keep a nuc for bee emergencies, and a laying-
worker situation is exactly where a nuc is handy.  

I use the newspaper method of combination. Simply put one 
sheet of newspaper on top of the laying-worker colony, then cut 
slits in the newspaper. On top of the newspaper, add an empty 
deep and then transfer the frames of a nuc to the laying-worker 
colony. 

The worker bees will take out the newspaper in a gradual 
manner, and thus the new queen pheromone will transfer to the 
laying worker colony, suppressing the worker bees’ ovaries once 
again. 

Multiple eggs in cells, laid by a worker rather than a queen. 

Tips on dealing with . . .   Small Hive Beetles
By Dr. Tammy Potter, Kentucky State Apiarist

Tips on dealing with . . .   Laying Workers
By Dr. Tammy Potter, Kentucky State Apiarist

Photos by Tammy Potter

Richard Hosey.
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The Washington County Beekeeping School, held at 
the new Washington County Extension Office in Springfield 
on March 24, was attended by students, instructors, and 
volunteers from 10 Kentucky and Ohio counties.

Sessions covered basic topics for new beekeepers and 
advanced presentations for those more experienced, as well 
as general-information sessions on pollinator habitat and 
sustainability concerns. 

Speakers included Dr. Thomas Webster of the Kentucky 
State University (KSU) School of Agriculture, Food Science 
and Sustainable Systems; Dwight Wells with Purdue 
University’s queen bee rearing program; Greg Whitis, 
University of Kentucky McCreary County Extension 
agent; Dorothey Morgan, Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders 
Association president;  Dennis Morgeson, Washington 
County Extension Office horticulturist; and David 
Donathan, Washington County Beekeepers Association 
president.

In addition to the classes, participants took advantage of 
a complete beekeeping equipment sales store set up especially 
for the bee school by The Honey and Bee Connection from 
Morehead.

Jacob Vincent of KSU set up and operated the 
university’s hive autoclave in the cold, rainy weather. Despite 
heavy rain throughout the day, he sterilized over 50 beehive 
boxes for participants and other beekeepers whose used 
equipment needed preparation for the coming season.

Participants in the recent 
Washington County beekeeping 
school enjoyed a breakfast and 
lunch from producers affiliated  
with the Kentucky Proud program. 

Story and photos courtesy  
N C GAZETTE /  WBRT RADIO  
Community News.

Breakfast and lunch were provided in part through a 
grant from the Kentucky Proud program that included eggs, 
honey and meat from local Kentucky Proud producers and 
donations from Parkview IGA. Danny Ray Spalding, St. 
Catharine farm manager, cooked and served hamburgers and 
bratwurst for the attendees.

One of our many 2018 early-spring downpours doesn’t stop Jacob 
Vincent of Kentucky State University from loading beehives into the 
sterilizing autoclave.

Kentucky Proud enhances Washington County bee school
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Story and photos courtesy
MOUNT VERNON SIGNAL

Rockcastle County honey bee farmer  
C. Douglas Brock had a problem: He had to 
assemble and paint 150 honey bee hives before 
swarm season. 

Brock teamed up with Rockcastle County Area 
Technology Center (ATC) teacher Jeff Draper 
and Rockcastle County High School art teacher 
Les Scalf. They helped Brock accomplish the 
building and painting, in a way that provided 
construction training and creative outlets 
for students. The outcome will also promote 
beekeeping locally and statewide. 

Creation, then coloration
Draper’s electrical technology class put their technical 

skills into real-life practice assembling the beehives. Draper 
said the project allowed his students to call on technical skills 
such as reading and following blueprints, and using hand and 
pneumatic tools. 

Then Scalf ’s RCHS art students got busy with their part 
of the project, painting the boxes. “The students had fun 
selecting ideas for different designs and painting the beehive 
boxes to make them visually appealing,” Scalf said. 

The result was 150 attractive and interestingly artisan 
beehives, which will draw attention to beekeeping both at the 
county farmers’ market and out in the field.

Brock donated 20 gallons of paint for the project, and 
also furnished jars of honey as prizes for the artists with the 
best painted beehives. (See the nine prize winners, page 1.)

Further outreaches planned
The art students now plan to paint and sell more boxes 

next year to reach out even further to beekeeper communities 
nationwide. 

“I am thrilled that RCHS has been able to collaborate 
with Mr. Brock to in some way help save our honey bee 
population,” said RCHS principal Jennifer Mattingly. 

“Mr. Brock in May of 2017 rescued a swarm that had 
settled on the front entrance of our high school, about 35 
feet above the front door. I still use the honey produced from 
that hive,” Mattingly said. Brock named that hive the RCHS, 
and placed it in his Maretburg community bee yard. 

 “I am also honored that our high school art classes were 
asked to paint the hives,” Mattingly said. “All their designs 
were outstanding, and I am so proud to have them displayed 
throughout the state. I hope this collaboration will continue 
in the future and impact our county in a positive way.”

You can see the hives at the Rockcastle Farmers’ Market, 
and at meetings this year of the Lake Cumberland Beekeepers 
Association, the Kentucky State Beekeepers Association, and 
Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders Association Inc. 

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles (right) and 
Doug Brock check out the painted beehives at the 58th Annual 
Rockcastle County Farmers/Business Banquet. 

Art teacher Les Scalf (standing far left), RCHS principal Jennifer Mattingly 
(standing far right), and Rockcastle County bee farmer Doug Brock (in the vest, 
center front) are shown with RCHS student beehive artists Hannnah Zanet, 
Leah Woodall, Makayla Singleton, Kennedy Carpenter, Drake Callahan, Makayla 
Robbins, Savannah Bullock, Samantha Bullock, Amber Silva, Tyler Robinson, 
Brooklyn Bullock and Destiny Isaacs.

150 attractive hives
promote beekeeping
in Rockcastle County
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How to opt out of KDA
mosquito spraying

To opt out of the Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s 
mosquito spraying program (because of your  
nearby hives), send an email and join the list 

maintained by Tammy Robinson of the  
KDA Environmental Services Division.  

Email  ag.web@ky.gov  
witih “beekeeper opt-out” in the subject line. 

These young scholars recently took part in a Perry 
County workshop to make mason bee houses. They are 
members of the Environmental Resources 4-H Academy 
(ERA) of Eastern Kentucky, part of the Letcher and Perry 
County 4-H natural resource education programs.

Dr. Shawn Wright, UK horticulturist, conducted an 
educational session on pollinators, and Doran Howard, UK 
Wood Utilization Center technician, assisted the youth in 
making their own mason bee houses.  

Daniel Slone, under Doran Howard’s supervision, 
drills to create a Mason bee house.

(L-r) Autumn Stallard, Daniel Slone, Allison Boggs, Sheldon Tolliver, Alexa Deaton, 
Landon Tolliver, Joseph Amburgey, and adviser Doran Howard worked in the Wood 
Use Center building the mason bee houses. (Photos by Jan Gibson)

Perry County 4-H scholars create mason bee houses
These houses will be installed in a variety of locations 

around the two counties to promote the awareness of 
the importance of pollinators to our food supply, said 
Perry County Extension Agent Jan Gibson. Educational 
information will be posted on the bee houses themselves to 
educate viewers, Gibson said.  

Houses for mason bees were chosen, since masons are 
solitary bees rather than hive dwellers, and therefore are more 
manageable around schools and public places, she said.

More mason bee information and photos at Sam Droege’s
Smithsonian website: www.pwrc.usgs.gov/nativebees/.

The mason bee. (Smithsonian file photo)
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The United Nations has designated May 20 as World 
Bee Day. The 115 participating member states have asked 
the world on that day to assist in the preservation and 
protection of honey bees and other pollinators. 

Carla Mucavi, of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, commented: 
“Without bees, we could lose potatoes, pepper, coffee, 
pumpkins, carrots, apples, almonds, and tomatoes, just to 
name a few. Without bees, FAO cannot achieve a world 
without hunger.”

In honor of the day, let’s look at the nation that brought 
it about. 

The European country Slovenia chose May 20 for 
World Bee Day to mark the birth date of 18th-century 
Slovenian beekeeping pioneer Anton Jansa. Jansa was the 
first teacher of modern beekeeping at the Habsburg court in 
Vienna, Austria. 

● Slovenia produces about 2,000 tons of honey per year, 
meeting their domestic needs, so they don’t import 
much. When flow is abundant, some exporting is 
possible. Most Slovenian beekeepers are amateurs with 
only a few hives. 

● The honey bee race indigenous 
to Slovenia is the Carniolan 
Gray honey bee (Apis mellifera 
carnica), distinguished by 

its gray-haired abdomen. It is the second-most popular 
race of bee in the world (after the Italian honey bee). 
It has adapted to Slovenia’s snowy winters and summer 
rains and winds. The Carniolan has a remarkably gentle 
disposition, earning her the nickname “the lady bee.” 

● A major international beekeeping exposition in Lljubljana 
in 2003 helped start the worldwide spread of Slovenia’s 
exellent reputation for beekeeping. 

● The most important beekeeping site in Slovenia is the 
Beekeeping Center at Brdo pri Lukovici, headquarters 
of the Slovenian Beekeeping Association. The facility 
boasts a restaurant, meeting halls, tourism services, 
program meeting space, a shop with beekeeping 
equipment and products, a planned library, and overnight 
accommodations. 

● The beekeepers of the Maribor region of Slovenia work 
near a wine-producing region, so they have evolved the 
production of mead (honey wine), honey liqueur, honey 
brandy, and most recently honey sparkling wine, first 
produced in Slovenia. 

● Slovenia fights the decreasing interest in beekeeping 
among young people (a trend seen everywhere) by 
offering beekeeping training as an extracurricular school 
activity.
The Slovenian Beekeepers Association / Beekeepers Advisory

Service can tell you more and arrange your tour.  
Write to Brdo 8, 1225 Lukovica, Slovenia. 

Website www.czs.si - email info@czs.si - phone 386 1 729 6100.

In Slovenia, “Beekeeping is the poetry of agriculture.”

________

Information from “The Land of Good Beekeepers, Slovenian Honey 
Routes,” publication of the Slovenian Beekeepers Association.
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Unbaked Date Cookies

1/2 c. butter
8 oz. chopped dates
1/2 c. sugar
1/2 c. cup honey
1 egg

1 t. vanilla 
2 c. Rice Krispies cereal

1 cup chopped pecans

1 cup flaked coconut

Combine butter, dates, sugar, honey, egg, and vanilla 

in a pan. Cook over low heat for 10 minutes, stirring 

constantly. Remove from heat. Add cereal and nuts. 

Mix well. Grease hands. Shape mixture into balls 

and cover with coconut by rolling in coconut flakes.  

Yield: About 3 dozen. 
  -- Lynn Rupley, Louisville

State Fair Blue Ribbon Winner! Bee sweet!
Tammy Potter encountered 
this sweetness when 
addressing the Glenview 
Garden Club. The bees-and-
flowers sugar cookies, from 
Nord’s Bakery in Louisville, 
were set off nicely with cups 
of Honeycomb cereal and 
freshly baked honey buns. 
Caroline and Stewart Lussky 
organized the event.

May is Beef Month, too ― so,
a honey-themed celebration!

To celebrate May as Beef Month, in our particularly 
honey-glazed manner, we present a recipe marrying honey 
and beef. The honey presence enhances the peppers and 
carrots, and sweetens the juices absorbed by the rice. 

Cantonese Shredded Beef

2 ½ T. sesame oil
3 cloves garlic, chopped
12 baby carrots (about 12 oz.), cut into strips
1 ½ T. soy sauce
6 T. orange blossom honey
¾ t. chili powder or cayenne pepper
1 lb. beef fillet, cut into strips two inches long
¼ t. salt

In a wok or non-stick frying pan, heat the oil until hot. Add 
the garlic and cook until it is just turning golden. Add the 
carrots with 2 t. of the soy sauce, 1 T of honey and ¼ t. of 
chili powder or cayenne pepper, and stir-fry for 2-3 minutes 
until the carrots are just starting to soften. Add the beef 
with the remainder of the soy sauce, honey, chili powder 
or cayenne pepper, and the salt. Stir-fry for a further 5-7 
minutes until the beef is dark golden brown and slightly 
crispy, and the carrots are caramelized. Serve immediately.  
Serves 4.

-- From IN PRAISE OF HONEY: Honey for Health, Beauty 
and Cookery, Jane Charlton and Jane Newdick. 

JUDGES ...   from page 1

American Bee Journal recently profiled David’s highly 
successful 3,000-colony honey bee business, operated from 
his northeast Indiana home in LaFontaine, population 900.   

 Dave’s respected legacy as a honey show judge precedes 
him as well. We are pleased to invite him to judge the 2018 
Kentucky State Fair Bees and Honey Show.  

We are also happy to welcome  
Beth Wagner, a member of the 
Kentuckiana Bee Association, 
who becomes the Bees and Honey 
assistant superintendent.  

The 2018 American Honey 
Queen, Kayla Fusselman, will reign 
at the State Fair on dates that were 
yet to be confirmed at press time. 

 Some exhibits relocate to 
new areas this year. Final details 
are still tentative, but it seems 4-H 
Cloverville is slated to move to the 

South Wing. Those planning entries, keep in mind that 4-H 
students will need to take their entries to the South Wing, 
but it seems Bees and Honey, including Honey Cookery, will 
still be in the West Wing.  

Beth Wagner succeeds  
Bud Spath, a 20-year 
veteran of the assistant 
superintendent position.


