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September 2018 
Ryan F. Quarles, Commissioner   ●   Tammy Potter, Ph.D. , State Apiarist  ●   Kentucky Department of Agriculture     

 Gov. Matt Bevin has proclaimed  
September as Honey Month in Kentucky.   
(Text of proclamation, page 11.)

The Commonwealth currently has 52  
beekeeping associations, most of which are  
banded together as the Kentucky State  
Beekeepers Association. 

The approximately 2,500 beekeepers in Kentucky are 
mostly backyard beekeepers with fewer than 10 hives each, 
said State Apiarist Tammy Potter. 

Numbers for Kentucky beekeepers, colonies, and sales 
of honey are all trending upward. The 2012 Census of 
Agriculture counted 1,869 farms with 12,669 colonies 
in Kentucky. Over 1,000 of those farms sold a total of 
$898,000 of honey that year. 

In 2016, beekeepers with five or more hives and their 
5,000 colonies produced 230,000 pounds of honey selling 
for $925,000, according to the March 2017 Honey Report 
from the National Agricultural Statistical Service.

Beekeeping activity does not precisely correlate with 
honey production, Potter reminds us. “Not all hives are 
honey-producing hives. Hives take at least two years 
before they produce honey.” Also, some beekeepers are not 
principally gathering and selling honey; some want honey 
bees as pollinators; some are raising queens; and some just 
like the companionship bees provide.  

BeeLines

September proclaimed 
Kentucky Honey Month

          Sweet festivities
Kentuckians celebrated Honey Month last 
weekend at the 41st annual Breathitt County 
Honey Festival. From Sept. 22-29, the 24th 
annual Clarkson Honeyfest celebrates the 
honey industry in Grayson County. Both 
festivals’ annual schedules are on their 
Facebook pages, and T-shirts with these 
imprints can also be purchased there.

Above, Nancy Lawrence (and husband, Christian, not pictured) won 
Best Education Display. Below, 2018 American Honey Queen Kayla 
Fusselmann (center) of Kempton, Pennsylvania, is shown around the 
Kentucky State Fair by Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles and 
State Apiarist Tammy Potter. More Fair coverage, pages 2-3.
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Tyler’s display introduces 
us to Poor Fork Apiaries, a 
top bar hive apiary located 
in Cumberland. The display 
features pollens, comb honey, 
extracted honey, and pictures 
of his top bar hives. The top 
bar frame of honey, difficult 
to transport over a five-hour 
journey from Harlan County, 
impressed the judge. 

Photos at left: Volunteers from 
the Oldham County Beekeepers 
Association work the beeswax-
candle-making booth. 

Harry Jones of Oldham 
County was winner of the 
“black jar” competition, 
in which honey in opaque 
black jars is judged on taste 
alone. 

Kentucky 

State

Fair

2018

Above left: Beth Wagner, the new assistant superintendent of exhibits who is 
also a member of Kentuckiana Beekeepers Association, looks over a television 
monitor display with volunteer Bud Spath. Above right, Tyler Blair of Poor Fork 
Apiaries. 
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Luke Mullins’ 
awards as 
Youth 
Sweepstakes 
winner.

EllenAnne Meier, winner of the Honey Culinary Sweepstakes.

Above, Tammy Potter 
meets with the Green River 
Beekeepers Association on 
their volunteer day in the 
Honey Booth. 

At right, Eric Burns (left), 
Sweepstakes winner, 
and Luke Mullins, Youth 
Sweepstakes winner.

Beth Wagner (center) visits with a family at the 
Observation Hive. There was a great turnout of honey-sweetened cakes and pies.
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State Apiarist’s schedule

● Sept. 4-9: Annual leave.
●  Sept. 10: Bell County Backyard Beekeepers 

Association, Pineville.
●  Sept. 12: Fayette County Cooperative Extension 

Office, Lexington.
●  Sept. 13: Whitley County Beekeepers 

Association, Williamsburg.
●  Sept. 18: Pollinator Protection Plan Stakeholders 

meeting, Garden Club of Kentucky, Paris.
●   Sept. 22: St. Matthews Farmers’ Market, 

Louisville.
●  Sept. 25: Warren County Beekeepers Association, 

Bowling Green. 
●  Sept. 28-29: Queen and Drone Management 

Workshop, Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders, Kentucky 
State University Research Farm, 1525 Mills Lane, 
Frankfort.

USDA Honey Bee Health Surveys continue,  
weather permitting, on Mondays and Tuesdays.

John Benham earns EAS
Master Beekeeper honor

John Benham, Kentucky State Beekeepers Association 
treasurer and former president, has earned the Master Beekeeper 
(MB) designation from the Eastern Apicultural Society 
(EAS) by passing the stringent series of exams given annually at 
the EAS conference.

Candidates take written, 
oral, field, and lab exams in 
pursuit of the designation. 

An average of only four 
testers pass the exam each 
year, though 20 to 40 attempt 
the battery of tests, EAS 
records show.

The last Kentucky 
beekeeper to earn MB status 
was Matt Wilson in 2014; 
the only other Kentucky MB 
holder is Kent Williams of Wingo, who earned his in 2005, 
said State Apiarist Tammy Potter. EAS records show only 
183 beekeepers earning MB status since 1972. 

Official list of EAS Master Beekeepers: 
easternapiculture.org/master-beekeepers/master-beekeeper-list.html.

We found this great idea for a hollowed-out apple bowl for dipping 
slices into honey at www.biblebeltbalabusta.com. 

Honey plays a symbolic role in traditions of the Jewish 
High Holy Days beginning with Rosh Hashanah on Sept. 9 
and ending with Yom Kippur on Sept. 19.  

Rosh Hashanah marks a new year, not only for 
individuals but for the community. Between these two 
High Holy days, the community focuses on introspection 
and reflection, with an effort to atone for the past. 

Underscoring the sweetness that accompanies 
atonement and forgiveness is part of the symbolism of the 
customs of dipping slices of apples into honey and making 
moist honey cakes to be shared in the community.

This combination stems from an age-old Jewish 
tradition of eating sweet foods to express the hope for  
sweetness of blessings during the new year. 

The custom of dipping apple slices in honey is believed 
to have been initiated by Ashkenazi Jews during later 
medieval times. 

Marcy Goldman’s Honey Cake recipe, from The New York Times: 
epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/majestic-and-moist-new-

years-honey-cake-350153.

Honey plays a role in Rosh Hashanah observances Sept. 9

John Benham and University of 
Delaware associate professor 
Dr. Debbie Delaney.



BeeLines  ●  September 2018   ●  5

Deborah R. Davis, Ph.D., biotechnology program coordinator at Bluegrass 
Community and Technical College, took these photos with a camera fitted to her 
dissecting scope. “These little guys were on the bottom of the hive,” she said. 

All beekeepers in North America are invited to help 
compile data on Varroa mites for the week beginning 
Saturday, September 8, as part of the 2018 North American 
Mite-A-Thon. 

There is no cost to take part. You can create your own 
test materials, or kits can be purchased online or at your 
local bee supply store. Beekeeping associations are assisting 
beekeepers in training and preparation.

The tri-national North American effort will collect 
infestation data and visualize Varroa infestations in honey 
bee colonies across North America in this one-week window. 

Associations key to success
You can participate either individually or through 

beekeeping associations to conduct the tests and report data. 
Beekeeping groups are urged to help train beekeepers 

in testing and monitoring for mites and preparing reporting 
materials in advance of the Sept. 8-15 data-gathering window.

Participants will monitor the number of mites per 100 
bees using a standardized protocol utilizing two common 
methods of assessment (powdered sugar roll or alcohol 
wash).  They will then enter data, including location, total 
number of hives, number of hives tested, local habitat, and 
the number of Varroa mites counted from each hive and 
upload their Varroa monitoring data to mitecheck.com. 

Research co-authored by Michigan State University entomologist 
Dr. Zachary Huang revealed that Varroa mites can infiltrate hives by 
being able to smell like their hosts. This reduces the chance that 
the parasite is found and killed, according to the study in Biology 
Letters. (Michigan State Research photo by Dr. Huang)

2018 North American Mite-A-Thon Sept. 8-15

Help compile a one-week snapshot of the Varroa problem

The published information will not identify individual 
participants.

Varroa mites and the viruses they carry are significant 
drivers of honey bee colony mortality, yet indicators suggest 
many beekeepers are not monitoring infestations and 
therefore are not able to connect infestation to colony loss.  

 More information: Miteathon@pollinator.org or (415) 362-1137. 
Resources and updates: pollinator.org/miteathon.
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SOLVING 
THE PUZZLE 

When a mysterious illness  
sapped their infant daughter 

 of her strength  and ability to eat,  
the Watts family found the 

expertise and care they needed  
at Kentucky Children’s Hospital.  

A hospital cafeteria would seem to be the last place 
where a family would willingly choose to spend time on 
Thanksgiving. But for the Watts family of Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky, the cafeteria that serves families, visitors and 
employees of Kentucky Children’s Hospital was the ideal 
place for them to celebrate the true spirit of the holiday. 

For just a year before – in November 2016 – their 
6-month-old daughter Jade had fallen severely ill and had 
been hospitalized upstairs, in the Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit (PICU), with infant botulism, a rare condition that 
afflicts approximately 100 children each year. 

The expert knowledge, and tender care, shown by 
emergency and PICU staff at Kentucky Children’s Hospital 
restored Jade to health and represented, for the Watts family, 
the perfect reason to return and give thanks. 

Warning signs 
As the mother of three older girls, Courtney Watts knew 

something was not right with Jade as the hours passed on 
Nov. 17, 2016. Up to that point, Jade had been a healthy 
baby who had hit all of her developmental milestones. But on 
this day, Jade had no appetite and struggled to nurse. 

“There was no fever, no rash. She wasn’t acting different 
in any other way,” Courtney said. “But by bedtime, she was 
gagging and coughing during nursing. I was worried she 
would become dehydrated. I decided that if she didn’t wake 
up ravenous the next morning, we would go straight to the 
pediatrician’s office.” 

Children under 12 months are at risk of  
infant botulism if they are fed honey or  
anything with honey in it. 

Botulism is a rare but dangerous type of 
poisoning that affects the nervous system. 
The most dangerous effect is paralysis of the 
diaphragm, which means infants cannot breathe 
on their own without a respirator until the disease 
is cured. 

Honey can contain botulism spores. When 
swallowed, the spores release a toxin. Infants’ 
systems are too immature to prevent this toxin 

from developing. In fact, most cases of botulism 
in the U.S. are in infants. 

No one knows exactly how long it takes for 
symptoms to develop, but it’s thought to be about 
3 to about 30 days. There is a treatment available 
that can shorten a hospital stay. 

There are other sources of botulism spores, 
especially soil, so honey is not the only way that 
infants can be exposed. However, NOT giving 
honey in any form to infants is an easy, safe way 
for parents to limit this risk.

Rose Ann Gould Soloway, RN, BSN, MSEd, DABAT emerita,
clinical toxicologist. Website poison.org.

Beekeepers! Warn customers on your honey’s Product Liability Label: 
Don’t give infants honey!

The Watts family gathers around a Thanksgiving meal at the hospital 
to keep a promise and count their blessings.  (UK photo) See BOTULISM,  page 7
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The next morning it was clear Jade was worse. “She 
was alert and happy to see me, but she was oddly weak,” 
Courtney recalled. “She could neither latch on nor swallow 
during nursing, but she was too weak to push me away.” 

Courtney and her husband, Casey, were at the 
pediatrician’s doorstep with Jade when the nurse unlocked 
the door at 8 a.m. and informed them there would be at 
least an hour wait. Upon hearing Jade’s raspy, faint cry and 
seeing her full-body weakness, the nurse instructed them 
to go to the UK Makenna David Pediatric Emergency 
Center at Kentucky Children’s Hospital immediately. “I felt 
like there was a hand wrapped firmly around my throat,” 
Courtney said. “There was something wrong with my baby.” 

As emergency nurse Renee Spradlin, BSN, started Jade’s 
IV, she noticed something alarming. “Usually, if we need 
to place IVs for children, you get a cry or scream,” Spradlin 
said. “But Jade didn’t react. No crying, no tears. She just laid 
there. It’s scary when a baby does not react at all.” 

Test after test
That IV needle prick was just the first in a succession 

as the emergency staff tried to pinpoint the cause of Jade’s 
increasing weakness and continuing decline. They inserted 
a catheter to test for the usual suspect of a urinary tract 
infection: negative. They drew blood to screen for an 
elevated white blood cell count: negative. They performed 
a lumbar puncture to test for meningitis: negative. They 
conducted a cranial CT scan to check for bleeding in her 
brain: normal. 

“My baby had just been pricked and poked and prodded 

from every angle,” Courtney said. “Nothing showed up. 
Nobody could tell us what was wrong. It was an absolutely 
gut-wrenching feeling.” 

Connecting mom to mom 
As one test followed another, Courtney was grateful 

for Spradlin’s support. “She connected with me on a mom 
level,” she said. “I needed a mom to understand this was MY 
baby on the table. This was MY heart and soul being pierced 
with every needle she took, every gouge her body endured. I 
trusted the doctors and their expertise, but I needed another 
mom to love my baby like she was hers, and that is what 
Renee did.” 

It came naturally to Spradlin; all she had to do was 
imagine her son, Matthew, in the same position. “I’ve worked 
as an emergency room nurse for seven years,” she said. “Now 
that I have a child of my own, I have even more empathy for 
the parents who come in with their sick children. I know that 
it makes a big difference in their care.” 

As Jade was wheeled up to the 12-bed PICU, Courtney 
looked at her daughter’s tiny, limp body on the gurney 
equipped with a crash cart, the emergency equipment needed 

“It was so surreal to be in
this situation,” she recalled.

“We were supposed to be having
a regular day. I kept thinking,
‘How did this happen?
What did I miss?’”

BOTULISM ... from page 6

See BOTULISM,  page 8

Mystery solved when symptoms analyzed 
     The PICU team had called in Robert Broughton, M.D., chief of pediatric infectious diseases, to consult on 
Jade’s case. After a quick review of Jade’s symptoms – weakness, flaccid muscle tone, constipation, poor nursing, 
weak cry – Broughton diagnosed her with infant botulism. 

“There is no other condition quite like it,” Broughton said. “Jade had a characteristic presentation of it that made it 
easy to recognize.” 

Infant botulism occurs when a baby – usually under six months of age – ingests Clostridium botulinum spores, 
which are found in soil and in honey products. The spores germinate into bacteria that multiply in the intestine and 
release a toxin. This toxin circulates in the blood and binds to the neuromuscular junction, disrupting the transmission 
of electrical signals from the nerves to the muscles. 

“That’s why patients develop weakness and can’t move well,” Broughton explained. “It also interferes with the 
smooth muscle in the gastrointestinal tract, which causes the hallmark constipation.” 
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in case a patient’s heart stops. “It was so surreal to be in this 
situation,” she recalled. “We were supposed to be having a 
regular day. I kept thinking, ‘How did this happen? What 
did I miss?’” 

For Jade’s first 45 minutes in the PICU, her parents 
waited in the Ronald McDonald family room while her care 
team settled Jade into her room. “It was hard to be away from 
her,” Courtney said. “But I felt like we were in the place we 
needed to be. I felt that if there were people in the world who 
could solve this problem, they were the people in the room 
right then looking at my baby.”

The couple kept busy answering a flurry of questions and 
helping construct a timeline of Jade’s previous few days. The 
doctors were especially interested in one question: When was 
Jade’s last bowel movement? As Courtney thought back over 
the week – Jade was with her babysitter one day, with her 
grandmother another day – she realized it was possible that 
the last time was Monday, four days before. 

“I could tell they were on the trail of something,” 
Courtney said. “They were figuring things out.” 

100 cases per year
Even though there are only around 100 cases of infant 

botulism each year – the majority of them in the United 
States – Broughton was no newcomer to the condition. He 
had encountered it firsthand multiple times throughout his 
35 years of practicing medicine at UK. 

“I was the chief resident in 1979 or 1980 when we had 
the first case here – the first case ever reported in Kentucky,” 
he recalled. “Since then, I have probably seen 20 cases. Even 
though it is a rare disease, you are more likely to encounter it 
at a tertiary medical center like Kentucky Children’s Hospital 
because we have patients referred to us from all over central 
and eastern Kentucky.” 

Thanks to his expertise, Broughton knew the proper 
regimen to follow. To confirm his diagnosis, he took a 
stool sample that was shipped to the state diagnostic lab in 
Frankfort to be tested for the presence of the toxin. However, 
it can take 24 to 72 hours for those results. 

Because of his high degree of certainty in his diagnosis, 
Broughton contacted the California Department of Health, 
which controls the distribution of the antitoxin used to 
treat infant botulism. He requested a dose of Baby BIG-
IV (botulism immune globulin) be sent immediately. The 
nearest supply of the antitoxin was in North Carolina; it 
would be shipped overnight. 

“The goal of the medicine is to prevent any further 
deterioration of the baby’s condition by absorbing the toxin 
in the bloodstream and neutralizing it before it can attach to 
the neuromotor junction,” Broughton said. “It shortens the 
course of the illness. However, it’s important to realize that the 
medicine cannot reverse the toxin that has already attached; 
that has to degrade over time. So, while the baby will not get 
any weaker after the medication, it may be a few days before 
parents see an improvement in their child’s condition.” 

Holding their breath 
When Courtney went home on Friday night, she felt 

hopeful. She now had a name for her daughter’s illness. The 
antitoxin was on its way and would be administered the next 
day. On Saturday morning, she returned to the hospital in an 
upbeat mood. It did not last long. 

When she entered Jade’s room, she found her husband 
in a somber conversation with Matthew Bacon, M.D., the 
pediatric critical care doctor on duty. Jade’s condition had 
deteriorated further overnight and she was starting to have 
difficulty breathing. 

“When a child loses their muscle tone, they can’t 
protect their airways,” Bacon explained. “They can’t cough 
or clear their secretions. There’s a danger of them gagging 
or aspirating. Before her condition reached a crisis point, it 
seemed appropriate for us to intubate Jade proactively so that 
a ventilator could assist with her breathing.” 

BOTULISM ... from page 7

See BOTULISM,  page 10
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Story and photos By LEE WARD 
The Daily Independent, Ashland
Reprinted by permission.

LOUISA — Even on a cloudy, wet day, a variety of bees 
feasts on an array of colorful weeds planted by Lawrence 
County Master Gardeners (LCMG) at the county 
extension office.

In this case, the native Kentucky weeds are welcome to 
the gardeners, in the pollinator garden the group built.

The gardeners decided to pursue the project, which 
includes two plots, a bee hive and a garden, at Fallsburg 
Elementary School as hive collapse became more evident.

Forty percent of managed honey bee colonies in the 
United States were lost between April 1, 2017, and March 
31 this year, according to this year’s Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture Hive Count Survey cited by the Kentucky 
State Beekeepers Association.

Grant fights colony collapse
The group received a “Kentucky Personal Responsibility 

in a Desirable Environment (PRIDE)” grant for $1,950 to 
help cultivate pollinators.

Jan Norris, LCMG president, said she was alarmed to 
learn about colony collapse.

“I learned about the grant, and I learned how much 
trouble our pollinators are in,” she said. “I had no idea they 
were in so much trouble.”

The website theconversation.com says bees are 
pollinators for about a third of the plants humans eat. While 
other countries have taken steps to boost the bee population, 
the United States continues to struggle. 

Beekeepers can tolerate up to 15 percent losses through 
the winter, but U.S. losses are higher. For instance, more than 
28 percent were lost during the 2015-16 winter.

The PRIDE grant allowed the gardeners to install a 
4-foot-by-20-foot plot in which they planted 24 varieties of 
native Kentucky plants favored by by pollinators, including 

Lawrence County Master Gardeners help pollinators

(L-r) Jan Norris, 
president of the 
Lawrence County 
Master Gardeners, 
and Laura Maggard, 
Lawrence County 
extension agent for 
agriculture and  
natural resources, 
examine the pollinator 
garden alongside 
Master Gardeners 
Cathi Wells,  
Sandy Jobe, and 
Rachel Jobe.  
(Lee Ward photos)

The extension office’s bee hive is positioned in front of the hand-
painted hive Master Gardeners obtained with a 2018 PRIDE grant.

See GARDENERS,  page 10
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milkweed, ironweed, cone flowers, and butterfly 
weed, purchased from the the University of 
Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food, and 
and Environment. Lawrence County 4-H 
students painted decorative blocks.

“Most people would just consider them 
weeds,” Norris said. “Most Lawrence County 
farmers want to get rid of ironweed and milkweed. 
That’s why we’re having to plant them.”

Other reasons the plants are scarce include 
overuse of pesticides, weather (rain keeps 
pollen washed out), and development (building 
destroys areas where plants might have grown).

Supplemental education
Gardeners made an additional planter 

and added a bee hive to the one the Lawrence 
County Extension Office has (photo, page 9). 
They also started a program to educate Fallsburg Elementary 
School students and any interested adults about pollinators.

Gardeners teamed with Marathon’s Vernon Marcum 
and fourth- and fifth-graders at Fallsburg and their science 
teacher, Craig McDavid, to build a pollinator garden 
accessible to the public at the school.

“The kids wanted to pick the design,” Master Gardener 
Rachel Jobe said. “Their club is the Fallsburg Little Gardeners.” 

Club members chose a heart shape for their garden, and 
they helped with the planting.

The Master Gardeners will continue to help with the 
ongoing project by purchasing gardening tools for the 
students. There’s the possibility the students will acquire a 
rain barrel to help with watering.

The garden at the school is open to the public after 
school hours.

Norris said gardeners have worked hard on this project. 
“They’ve put in hours and hours of work and dedication,” she 
said. “I’m proud of them.”

GARDENERS ... from page 9

Jade’s parents were shaken by the news. “It hadn’t sunk 
in how fast and how much she was going to continue to 
decline,” Courtney said. They agreed to the intubation – with 
one request: that Jade’s father be allowed to remain in the 
room during the procedure. 

“In pediatrics, we try to let the family in for all 
procedures,” Bacon said. “I gauge the family’s stress level and 
comfort level. I always tell them there is only one patient in 
the room at a time. So I was happy to let Casey stay and watch 
as much as he was comfortable. Jade did well, the procedure 
went smoothly, and it helped for Jade’s dad to see that.” 

Comforting company and care
It was tremendously helpful for Jade’s mom, too. “I 

appreciated the ability of Dr. Bacon – and all the caregivers – 

to maintain their professionalism without losing their ability 
to connect with us as parents,” she said. “Dr. Bacon was in 
control, but he still gave us the room to be parents in a very 
powerless situation.” 

After Jade received her antitoxin, the Watts family shifted 
from crisis mode to wait-and-watch mode for the next several 
days. As the long hours passed, they appreciated the care 
from the nursing staff members Ashley Kenley, R.N., an 
11-year-veteran of the PICU and Jade’s primary nurse for five 
days, and Trinaye Pierson, R.N., training on the floor. 

“As a parent, I can understand the loss of control of 
caring for your child,” Kenley said. “It’s important to talk 
with parents about how they’re feeling about the situation, 
go through the plan of the day and answer any questions they 
have. We need to take care of the families, too.” 

Excerpted from “Solving the Puzzle” in UK HealthCare’s
Making a Difference 2018 magazine. Used with permission.  

All rights reserved by the University of Kentucky.

BOTULISM ... from page 8

The heart-shaped pollinator garden at Fallsburg Elementary School.
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Just in time for tailgate parties

and backyard barbecues!

Stir ketchup, honey, vinegar and molasses together in a 

saucepan over medium heat until smooth. Add liquid smoke 

and all other seasonings. Stir to blend, reduce heat, and 

simmer for about 20 minutes to thicken. Pour into a clean 

pint jar and seal.                   ― John Licht, Beaver Dam

Honey BBQ Sauce
1 c. ketchup
½ c. honey
¼ c.  vinegar 
¼ c. molasses
1 t. liquid smoke 
½ t. salt 

½ t. pepper  
¼ t. paprika  
¼ t. chili powder 
¼ t. garlic powder  
¼ t. cayenne pepper

September Honey Month proclamation

The text of the Governor’s proclamation:

WHEREAS, September is National Honey Month; and 
WHEREAS, according to the Kentucky Department of 

Agriculture there are approximately 2,500 beekeepers 
and 52 local beekeeping associations in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, the honey bee has been officially designated as 
the state agricultural insect of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, popular varieties of honey in Kentucky come 
from clover, black locust, wildflower, holly, tulip poplar and 
other plant sources; and 

WHEREAS, there are over 300 varieties of honey in the 
United States, as the color and flavor of honey depends 
on the nectar source; and 

WHEREAS, the benefits of honey are numerous and honey 
can be used as an ingredient in food, medicine and other 
products; and 

WHEREAS, much of the honey in Kentucky and throughout the 
country is harvested during the month of September; and 

WHEREAS, Clarkson, Kentucky is home to one of the largest 
manufacturers of beekeeping supplies in the nation; and 

WHEREAS, the month of September features two long-running 
bee-themed festivals in the state, the Breathitt County 
Honey Festival, now in its 41st year, and the Clarkson 
Honeyfest, which has been named the “Official State 
Honey Festival of Kentucky”, now in its 24th year; and 

WHEREAS, Honey Month is an opportunity to acknowledge 
the work of those harvesting honey and the value of 
honey to Kentucky; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MATTHEW G. BEVIN, Governor of 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, do hereby proclaim 
the month of September 2018 as HONEY MONTH in 
Kentucky.

Earl Fields, 96, Laurel County
Services were held Aug. 20, 2018 for World War II 

Navy veteran Earl Fields, 96, 
a Laurel County beekeeper. 
His family has kept bees in 
Kentucky for over 200 years. 
Fields once named honey as 
one of the keys to a good life. 

Fields served 24 years as 
Leslie County Circuit Court 
Clerk, first elected in 1961.

In the Pacific, his Navy 
vessel escorted the USS 
Missouri to Tokyo Bay for the 
Japanese surrender signing. 

He was inducted 
into Kentucky’s Fifth 
Congressional District 
Lincoln Club Hall of Fame by Congressman Hal Rogers last 
April. 

Fields is survived by his wife, a son, five daughters, a 
brother, and 13 grandchildren. 

Randy Rosbrook, 56, Richmond
Services were held Sept. 1, 2018 

for Randall Owen (Randy) Rosbrook, 
56, of Richmond, who passed away 
Sunday, Aug. 26, 2018, at his home.  

Rosbrook had worked his hives on 
the day of his passing. 

Rosbrook helped organize 
Bluegrass Bee School and a conference 
of the Eastern Apiculture Society 
held in Richmond. He was president 
of the Madison County Beekeepers 
Association (MCBA), served as an 
ordained minister, and was employed  
as an electrician. 

“Randy Rosbrook was a 
naturalist, an environmentalist, 

and an expert beekeeper,” said Robin Richmond Mason of 
Paint Lick, MCBA vice president during Rosbrook’s term. 
“I watched Randy work gently and kindly with people and 
insects. ... Randy possessed extensive apiary knowledge, and 
used his skills and connections across our nation to influence 
and support healthy pollination and beekeeping.” 

Rosbrook is survived by a daughter, a son, two brothers, 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Earl Fields visited with 
Ryan Quarles, Kentucky 
Commissioner of Agriculture, 
who posted a tribute to Fields 
on Quarles’ Facebook page 
last May. 

Randy Rosbrook 
shared a beekeeping 
enterprise with his 
parents, colleague 
Robin Richmond 
Mason noted in her 
eulogy. 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM 2018
Annual dues are $100 per household per year.

One vote per household.
Dues that are paid by the last day of January 
shall be eligible for benefits during that year. 

Please type or print ALL information clearly                      *  — indicates required fields

* Name   _________________________________________________

* Name   _________________________________________________

* Address   _______________________________________________

* City ___________________  * State _____  Region _____________

* ZIP Code ____________ Association _________________________

Home phone # _______________  Home phone # ________________

Cell phone #  ________________  Cell phone #  _________________

Email address _____________________________________________

Email address _____________________________________________

Website _________________________________________________
Website _________________________________________________
(While phone numbers are not required, this information will aid in communication, especially if we have questions about your address.)

Mail Forms and Checks or Money Orders to:
Kentucky Queen Bee Breeders Association, Inc.
c/o Joseph W. Taylor

P. O. Box 234
Leitchfield, KY 42755

(For Treasurer use only)
DATE ______________  CHECK # _________  CASH $_________ Money Order # _______________


