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BeeLines
Nominate by Oct. 1

Deadline Monday to nominate  
2018’s Beekeeper of the Year
The deadline is this Monday, Oct. 1,  to nominate 

a KSBA colleague for 2018 Kentucky State Beekeepers 
Association (KSBA) Beekeeper of the Year. 

No late nominations can be accepted. The official voting 
to choose the 2018 recipient will be conducted in October 
by a panel drawn from 15 to 20 of the past honorees. 

Any KSBA member can nominate another KSBA 
outstanding Beekeeper. Only KSBA members can nominate 
or be nominated. 

Submit your nominee’s name, address, phone number, 
and email address if possible, along with a brief explanation 
of why he/she is being nominated. Email the information to 
Joe Taylor at shopteacher@gmail.com.

The 2018 honoree will be announced at the fall KSBA 
meeting, set for Nov. 3 at Bullitt County High School, 
Shepherdsville.

Dr. James Tew will be featured
at Nov. 3 KSBA fall meeting

James E. Tew, Ph.D., will be the featured speaker at 
the Nov. 3 fall meeting of the Kentucky State Beekeepers 
Association (KSBA). 

Dr. Tew will address “Wintering” and “The Desperate 
World of Laying Workers and Failing Queens.”  In this latter 
presentation, he discusses what a languishing colony is trying 
to do in its last stages of queenlessness. 

“I also refer to a few things that beekeepers can do in 
some cases to help the failing colony,” he said. 

Dr. Tew is the beekeeping specialist for the Alabama 
Cooperative Extension System of Auburn University, and is 
an emeritus professor with Ohio State University. 

He has taught classes, provided extension services, and 
conducted applied research on honey bees and honey bee 
behavior.  He continues to contribute monthly articles for 
Bee Culture magazine and other publications. 

He is the author of Beekeeping Principles, Backyard 
Beekeeping, Bee, Wisdom for Beekeepers, and The Beekeeper’s 
Problem Solver. 

Dr. Tew is a frequent speaker at state and national 
meetings and has traveled extensively to observe beekeeping.

Please report honey data to KDA
The Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) 

is collecting information on honey crops in the 
Commonwealth, as required by state law. 

To participate, please file a report including the 
beekeeper’s name, county, number of hives, pounds of honey 
produced by Oct. 1, 2017, and total colonies as of Oct. 1. 

General definitions: Hobbyist, 1-29 hives;  Sideliner, 30-99 
hives; Commercial, over 100 hives.  

Your voluntary participation is appreciated. Please email, 
fax, or mail this information to: 

Tammy Potter, State Apiarist
Kentucky Department of Agriculture
109 Corporate Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 229-2950 (work cell) • (502) 564-7852 (fax) 
Email: tammy.potter@ky.gov

Dr. Tew and one of his books. 

Bullitt County has delayed the deadline for vendors to show certificates of liability insurance to vend at the 
upcoming state KSBA fall meeting Nov. 3 in Shepherdsville, says Mike Mabry. Email to the address below 
or fax to 502-869-2106 a copy of your proof of liability insurance by Oct. 30 and you will be cleared to set 
up at the meeting.

Email insurance confirmations to tracy.hasting@bullitt.kyschools.us or angie.troutman@bullitt.kyschools.us. 

Deadline 
extended for 
vendors at fall
KSBA meeting



BeeLines  ●  October 2018   ●  2

 The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers yield protection 
for honey producers through its Noninsurable Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).  

NAP is like crop insurance for honey yield, said Lindsey 
New, executive director, of the FSA 
Pulaski/McCreary County office. It is 
designed to reduce financial losses that 
occur when eligible natural disasters cause 
a loss of honey production.  

Basic NAP coverage offers 50 percent 
yield protection.  A $250 fee (per county) 
applies to cover honey in the NAP 
program, but the fee can be waived for 
Socially Disadvantaged, Beginning, or 
Limited Resource producers, New said.  
Deadline is Nov. 20 to enroll for 2019 
coverage.  

*               *                *
 USDA’s Risk Management Agency 

(RMA) now offers Apiculture Rainfall 
Index policies through insurance agents.  

State deadline to enroll is Nov. 15.  
RMA says on their Apiculture Crop 

Policy website, “The United States currently produces 

about 163 million pounds of honey each year. The insurance 
programs utilize various indexing systems to assess plant 
growth and vigor, which correlates to honey production.   

Rainfall Index (RI) is based on weather data collected 
and maintained by NOAA’s Climate 
Prediction Center. The index reflects how 
much precipitation is received relative to 
the long-term average for a specified area 
and timeframe.” For more information 
regarding this program, contact a qualified 
crop insurance agent. (Find an agent by 
visiting rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html.)   

A fact sheet for the Apiculture 
Pilot Insurance Program can be 
found here: rma.usda.gov/pubs/rme/
apiculture.pdf.  

Lindsey New, Pulaski/McCreary Co.
FSA Office, 45 Eagle Creek Drive, Ste. 101, 

Somerset, KY 42503. 
 Phone (606) 678-4842, Ext. 125;  

Fax (855) 784-0872.
Find your local FSA office at

https://offices.usda.gov. 

Annual Colony Reporting
Requirement 

Kentucky beekeepers should 
annually report their number of 
honey bee colonies to the local 
FSA office on form FSA-578. 
This is a very important step to 
ensure eligibility for participation 
in FSA programs.

You must report your 
number of colonies by Jan. 2 
if you enrolled in NAP for the 
current year or if you want to be 
eligible for ELAP in case of an 
eligible disaster-related loss.

Report within 30 days 
of the date colonies of bees 
are acquired, brought into, or 
removed from the county.   

Deadlines nearing for two programs to help beekeepers manage risk in 2019

Mike Mabry, vice 
president of the Kentucky  
State Beekeepers, was 
recognized n the Bullitt 
County Schools “Bulletin 
Board” online publication 
for his accomplishments 
at the Kentucky State 
Fair. Mabry works 
for the county school 
system as a bus driver. 
“What an honor and 
privilege,” Mabry said of 
his recognition. “Another 
chance to promote honey 
bees!”

KSBA VP Mabry’s State Fair ribbon honored in Bullitt County
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This is Tyler Blair’s top bar hive apiary.  The hives are named for Greek characters and logical fallacies. Inset: Tyler Blair.

Tyler Blair: New but
enthusiastic beekeeper
By Tammy Potter, State Apiarist

Tyler Blair won a ribbon at the Kentucky State Fair 
this year for a display featuring his top bar hive apiary, 
which he transported from Harlan County to the 
Fairgrounds. 

He is a new beekeeper, with the 2014 Eastern 
Apicultural Society meeting being his first bee conference, 
but he has plunged into activities in a big way. 

 In 2017, he participated in the Bee Informed 
Sentinel Apiary program (you’ll see some scales that 

Blair owns the hardware store in Cumberland, and this is how e shows his 
winning window display from the Kentucky State Fair. 

have been attached to his top bar hives). This 
provided data on how bees were responding 
to flowering plants by bringing in pollen and 
nectar. He will teach at the 2019 Eastern 
Kentucky Winter Bee School in Hazard.  

Born in Louisville, he moved to 
Cumberland (in Harlan County) with his mom and 
bought the neighborhood hardware store, where 
resides his award-winning State Fair display.  

He bought a building adjacent to his apiary that 
used to be another storefront, installed solar panels 
on top, and moved in on the top floor. 

I took these photos as I was there sampling his 
hives for the USDA Honey Bee Health Survey.

Blair working his hives. 
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‘Bee Man’ helps Boone County
deal with freed tree swarm

A Boone County Public Works crew was sent to Crouch 
Road in Union to cut down and remove a tree. Once the tree 
was down, they discovered it was home to a wild beehive, 
according to a report on the Cincinnati Enquirer website.

The crew contacted public works director Dave Neff, 
who called the Northern Kentucky Beekeepers Association 
and was put in touch with Pete “The Bee Man” Montoure. 

“Bees are miracle workers,” Montoure said. “They are an 
amazing and very important part of nature.” Montoure, who 
lives in Kenton County on Locust Pike, has been beekeeping 
for 10 years. 

He immediately took on the Boone County rescue 
operation. “I never do anything that’s easy,” he said. “That’s 
how I got into bees; that, and wanting to pollinate my land.”

Neff and Montoure met at the site. Using a hive box, 
Montour gathered up some of the bees’ honeycomb and even 
came across the queen. “That was essential,” he said. “Once 
we got the queen in, the worker bees just filed in one by one, 
like marching into war.” 

Between 20,000 and 30,000 bees were rescued that day 
from the destroyed hive. According to Montoure, that is 
about half the number of bees in a typical hive. 

Montoure took the refugees in. They are now “very 
happy and doing very well,” he said, in his private bee farm of 
about 13 hives.

“The bees have now rebuilt their neighborhood,” he said. 
“When I see them flying and hear them buzzing around me, I 
can tell they are so happy.”

Interstate crash frees bees
Kentucky State Police told WYMT the southbound 

lanes of Interstate 75 in Laurel County were shut down last 
week by two tractor trailers crashing near I-75 exit 49.

Kentucky State Police dispatchers said the crash involved 
two tractor trailers. A viewer told television station WKYT 
that one of the tractor trailers was carrying honeybees, and 
the bees were flying loose. The interstate was closed for two 
hours following the accident. At BeeLines press time, we 
had no word whether the live cargo was rescued by any local 
beekeepers.

Let them know you’re there
These occurrences highlight the importance of bee 

associations and the cohesiveness they can have when 
something like this happens, says State Apiarist Tammy 
Potter. Make sure your group lets police, fire, and rescue 
authorities in your area know you have experts available to 
deal with swarm catching.

Without recourse to expert catchers, it would be easy for 
authorities to over-react and kill bees that could have instead 
become some enterprising beekeeper’s new hive.

A swarm recently got loose from a rooftop hive in 
downtown Manhattan, New York City, and settled on a 
street vendor’s umbrella.  Luckily, two officers of the New 
York Police Department called on their beekeeping skills to 
handle that situation promptly, and the bees were relocated 
upstate with no harm done. 

BeeLines has in past articles covered the precautions you 
need to take when trapping a swarm, so be careful; but to 
get the chance to put your skills into practice, your local first 
responders need to know you’re available. Make a contact 
and leave a number today. 

“And it’s a matter of when, not if,” Potter cautions.

Above: The two-
truck wreck on 
I-75 that freed a 
cargo of bees. 
Right: Bees take a 
Manhattan
hot dog stand
after swarming last 
month from a mid-
city rooftop hive. 

WKYT-TV

CNN
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Pollinator Protection group 
holds fall meeting, visits Paris

The Pollinator Protection Stakeholders held their fall meeting Tuesday, 
Sept. 18 at Tammy Potter’s apiary in the morning hours, then concluded 
the day’s activity at The Garden Club of Kentucky’s Wallis House in Paris.  

Michaela Rogers, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(KDFW), demonstrated how to place an identification tag on a monarch 
butterfly, demonstrating with one that conveniently happened to fly in to 
check out the Conservation Reserve Program’s flowers planted around the 
apiary. Rogers passed out ID tags and record sheets to assist in tracking 
monarch butterflies migrating to Mexico.

Zeb Weese and Shelby Fulton, Kentucky Nature Preserves, spoke 
about alternative pollinators such as moths, flies, and other bees beside 
honey bees, and discussed how prescribed burns promote the populations 
of these species. 

Brent Harrel, KDFW, also discussed prescribed burns. 
Randall Alcorn, Natural Resources Conservation Service, outlined 

government programs available for landowners.
Tammy Potter, Doug Potter, Shannon Trimboli, Mike Mabry, 

The group crowds around to 
watch the catch-and-tag of two 
monarch butterflies at the Wallis 
House by Michaela Rogers 
(pictured) and also by Josie Miller, 
Floracliff’s stewardship director, 
and Laura Baird, Shaker Village 
assistant preserve manager.

Rick LeMarr, and Sarah Preston, Kentucky 
State Beekeepers Association, suited up the 
stakeholders in protective gear to take Varroa 
mite samples.  

After lunch, the group learned more about 
how Kentucky State Parks (KSP) incorporated 
monarch waystations.  Currently, 17 parks have 
the waystations, said Joanna Kirby, former 
president of The Garden Club of Kentucky. 
Lindsay McCollum, KSP, discussed plans to 
establish waystations at the remaining 32 parks. 
Linda Porter, representing Wild Ones, spoke of 
a coming symposium on native plants.  

The group’s 2019 summer meeting will be a 
combined KDFW and Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture (KDA) meeting during the last week 
of June 2019.   

A steering committee of Lewis Bradley,  
Dr. Ric Bessin, Tammy Potter, Michaela 
Rogers, Shannon Trimboli, and Zeb Weese 
will meet Dec. 11 to revise the current KDA 
Pollinator Protection Plan.

The pollinator protection group meets at Wallis House, Paris.

Photos by 
Joe Omelan
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Tonya and Greg Whitis wed
Congratulations to Tonya and Greg Whitis on their 

wedding Sept. 1.  
Greg is McCreary County Extension Agent for 

Agriculture and Natural Resources.  He is a perennial 
competitor in the Kentucky State Fair Bees and Honey 
exhibit, as are his children. 

He and Jim Foster coordinate the McCreary County 
4-H Bee Club and the Big South Fork Beekeepers 
Association.  

FDA rule change averted; would have
put “added sugar” on honey labels

A rule change proposed by the federal Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) would have required the phrase 
“added sugar” on honey labels.

After receiving thousands of public comments, the FDA 
recognized that the proposed requirement may “inadvertently 
lead consumers to think their pure products, such as a jar of 
honey or maple syrup, may actually contain added sugar.” 

The federal administration received over 3,000 public 
comments, 98 percent negative, on the proposed rule change 
in a comment period that ended mid-June. 

Nutritional labels for products like maple syrup currently 
must list “total sugars.” The FDA hoped that distinguishing 
between added sugars and naturally occurring sugars, like 
those in fruit and vegetables, would help consumers make 
healthier choices, according to their press release. 

Under the new rules, nutritional labels will have to 
provide a “percent daily value” for honey and maple syrup 
— something not presently mandated. The FDA is “not 
considering changes to the required percent daily value for 
these products,” according to an FDA press release. 

The new rules will go into effect on Jan. 1, 2020 for 
manufacturers with $10 million or more in annual food sales, 
and on Jan. 1, 2021 for manufacturers with less than  
$10 million in annual food sales. 

fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm619596.htm
https://vtdigger.org/2018/09/07/fda-walks-back- 

added-sugar-labelling-maple-honey/ 

Toss apples and lemon juice in a large bowl; set aside. In a small 

saucepan, whisk the cold water, cornstarch, cinnamon, and nutmeg. 

Add honey and mix well. Bring to a boil over medium heat, stirring 

constantly. Cook and stir until mixture thickens. Pour hot honey 

mixture over apples and toss to coat. Turn apple mixture into pastry-

lined pie plate. Top with second crust and seal edges. Slit top to vent, 

or cut out shapes to decorate as desired. Brush crust with milk and 

sprinkle with honey granule sugar. Bake at 350 degrees for 35-40 

minutes. Cool completely on a wire rack.  Yield: 8 servings.

     ― EllenAnn Meier, Honey Culinary Sweepstakes winner

6 c. pared and sliced apples  

2 T. lemon juice  
1 ¼ c. cold water  
1/3 c. cornstarch  
1 t. cinnamon  
¼ t. nutmeg  

1 c. honey  
2 pie shells  
Milk  
1 T. honey granule      
  sugar  

Queen Bee Apple Pie
Made with 100% honey

State Fair Blue Ribbon Winner!
Since apples are now in season ...

State Apiarist’s schedule
● Oct. 1: Martin County Beekeepers Association, Inez, 

5:30 p.m. EDT.

● Oct. 4: Kentucky Farm Bureau Steering Committee, 
Louisville.

● Oct. 11: Kiwanis Club, Mt. Sterling.

● Oct. 16-17: USDA Sample in Graves County, 
evening talk with the Western Kentucky Beekeepers 
Association, Eddyville.

● Oct. 22-23: USDA Samples.

● Oct. 24: Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Monarch 
Conservation Plan meeting.

● Oct. 29: Bourbon County Beekeepers Association, 
Paris

USDA Honey Bee Health Surveys continue,  
weather permitting, on Mondays and Tuesdays.


