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Mike’s Ramblings—A note from Mike Wooton, LCBA Vice President 

Hello to all beekeepers, 

The February LCBA was well attended. New mem-
bers, old members, and visitors made for  lively 
discussions.  After a short business meeting, Rick 
Sutton from Garrard County (a well- known Ky. 
Beekeeper) spoke to the club about nucleus 
hives, how to do splits and general early spring 
management.  If you ever get to hear him speak 
it will be entertaining and informative.  We want 
to thank him for taking time out of his busy 
schedule to speak to us. 

Another local beekeeper will be speaking to us at 
the next meeting.  John Hutchinson is a long-time 
beekeeper who will talk on spring management 
and sustainable beekeeping. 

 As March is with us we need to recognize that 
flowers and early blooming makes our bees start 
to really flourish. When it is warm enough to 

check our hives we need to rotate brood boxes if 
possible and to check the weight and feed if hives 
are light.  Weak hives can be combined. 

 April Bees should be ready for the season. They  
made it through the winter and are bringing pol-
len in for brood rearing. Feed them if rainy 
weather keeps them inside for a week.  Reserve 
queens if re-queening is what you are planning.  
Queens are sometimes hard to get.  I like to put 
supers on when redbuds are almost through 
blooming.  Good luck!! 

 All of these things will be discussed at our next 
meeting so all of us need to encourage new bee-
keepers and anyone who thinks they would like to 
have bees to attend our next meeting on Monday, 
March 19 at 6:00pm. 

Mike Wooton 
Vice President 
Lake Cumberland Beekeepers Association 
Mikewooton@hotmail.com 

LCBA meeting Monday, March 19 2018 

Guest presenter: John Hutchinson 
Topic: Spring Hive Management 

The March LCBA meeting will be held on  
Monday, March 19, 2018.  
6pm Doors open for general discussion and meet 
and greet. 
6.30pm Brief LCBA business meeting 
7:00pm Guest Presenter: Longtime Pulaski 
County beekeeper John Hutchinson will share 
his knowledge concerning spring hive manage-
ment. 

Refreshments will be served after the meeting.  

 

Meeting venue: Lower Ground Floor, Pulaski 
County Extension Office, Somerset, KY. 

LCBA meetings are held on the third Monday of 
each month, January thru November. Meetings 
are free and open to all who are interested in 
bees and beekeeping and want to learn more 
about this fascinating science.  
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March Hive Maintenance Notes from Dr. Tammy Horn Potter 

With her email to KSBA members attaching 
the March Edition of “Beelines”, Dr. Tammy 
Horn Potter, KY State Apiarist, had some im-
portant information to share about beekeep-
ing this month: 

“Last year, Kentucky’s first swarm was re-
corded on March 4.  With that in mind, this 
2018 Beelines has several tips for obtaining 
swarms.  

Because of the record-setting rainfalls, your 
hives may have consumed much of their 
“honey stores.”   While we have a sunny day 
or two, be sure and take a peek inside the 
hive.  Do not rely on lifting the back of the 
hive and assume because there is some 
weight that the hive has honey. Do not 
guess when it comes to honey availability for 
the bees this time of year.  The hives will 
have some “spring die-off” as the winter 
bees (those that were eggs in September) 
are now past their prime, and the queen is 
assessing pollen availability as she lays the 
younger generations.  There can be a 
“generation gap,” and the bees need nutri-
tion to get them through that gap.  Any dis-
ruption with pollen availability (a sudden 

freeze, for example) and the queen may quit 
laying for a few days.  So, double-check the 
nutrition in the hives as we move into 
March.     

If your hives do not swarm, you may be 
considering a honey harvest this spring, so 
we’ve included some reminders about honey 
labels and “fill” lines on jars.  Bee Culture 
magazine has been kind enough to let us 
use their 2018 March honey price guides, 
with Kentucky being Region 2.” (See note 
above about accessing the KSBA newsletter) 

Many thanks to Dr. Tammy Horn Potter for shar-
ing this important information.  

Check out this month’s edition of “Beelines” for 
information on: 

Setting up swarm traps 

News on the fight against varroa mites 

Honey prices, packaging, labeling and selling 

“Beelines” is posted on the LCBA website at 
www.lakecumberlandbeekeepers.com, under 
‘Resources’.  

4H Beekeeping Club Report 

The 4-H beekeeping club have begun constructing 
a hive and learning about the parts of the hive. In 
February members began building frames for the 
deeps and supers. At the next meeting they will 
be constructing the hive body and looking at the 
job each bee has in the hive. We are looking to 
buy bees for two hives at the moment as well as 
native plants to finish our grant.  
 
There will be an environmental cleanup day on 
April 6th at the extension office. We will be picking 
up litter as well as preparing the space for our 
native plants and working on building more 
frames. Anyone is welcome to join or come and 
help teach. 
 
Meagan Lucas 
Pulaski County Extension Agent for  
4-H Youth Development 
28 Parkway Dr. 
P.O. Box 720 
Somerset, KY 42502-0720 
Office: 606-679-6361 
Fax: 606-679-6271 
Email: meagan.lucas@uky.edu 
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Rick Sutton’s presentation at the February meeting 

Well-known beekeeper and past-KSBA President 
Rick Sutton was guest presenter at the February 
2018 LCBA meeting. 

Along with some interesting and entertaining sto-
ries about his beekeeping experiences, Rick had 
some excellent timely tips for beekeepers: 

KY Pride designation: The rules need to be 
amended to allow only honey that is produced 
and processed in Kentucky to qualify for the des-
ignation. As the law currently stands, any honey 
that is processed in Kentucky can be labeled as a 
KY Pride product, even if the honey was sourced 
from outside of the Commonwealth. 

Warm weather too early: Brood will start 
building, and a late freeze could mean the cluster 
of worker bees need to stay with the brood to 
keep it warm; the bees will not move within the 
hive to access their food stores if it is too cold, 
and the hive could starve to death. Monitor 
weather conditions closely, and place sugar candy 
as close to the cluster as possible if temperatures 
are expected to drop for an extended period. 

Equalize your hives: When dandelions start 
blooming (last week of March), equalize your 
hives by moving brood frames from stronger to 
weaker hives. This results in more evenly popu-
lated hives that are easier to manage.  

Prevent swarming by making splits by the 
end of March: Use your own swarm cells to 
make new queens for the splits. If bees make 
their own new queens from eggs, it takes 7 
weeks before those queens start laying; using 
queen cells for the splits quickens up the process 
by 2 weeks. 

Reverse brood boxes and add supers:   By 
mid- to late-March.  

Swarm prevention: General advice is that su-
pers should only be added to hives in early April, 

after the redbuds have bloomed, because redbud 
honey is bitter and unpalatable. However, if you 
wait this long, the bees could run out of room in 
their hives, and they will swarm. To prevent 
swarming, add supers in mid– to late March, 
harvest any redbud honey and use this to feed 
back to the bees later in the season. 

Requeening: Rick requeens his hives every year 
by grafting queen cells from his own hives into 
the hives he wants to requeen. The new queen 
cells are in protective cages. When the new 
queens emerge, in most cases they will naturally 
supersede the existing queens. 

Purchasing new queens:  Commercial queen 
breeders catch and move their queens as soon as 
the queens have been laying for three days. Mov-
ing queen bees at this time is a stressful proce-
dure, and can result in queen failure. Rick recom-
mends that queen bees should only be moved 
once they have been laying for three weeks or 
more. 

‘ReTain’: is a commercially available plant 
growth regulator used on fruit crops to increase 
the length of bloom time. Rick explained that this 
treatment has been used on almond trees for 
many years, but is recently being applied to other 
fruit crops grown in our area. There is new evi-
dence that this chemical can affect bee lifespan, 
and its increased use is thus of concern to bee-
keepers. 

Bear fences:  Protect your bee yard against 
bears with electric fencing. Bears have been 
noted in several Kentucky counties. 

Many thanks to Rick Sutton for sharing this all-
important information. 

- Hilary Forsyth 

 

LCBA is pleased to announce that honorary lifetime membership 
has been presented to member and local beekeeper Audy Faulkner. 

Congratulations, Audy, and we look forward to seeing you at the 
LCBA meetings for many years to come! 
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Casey County Bees 

Inspection Board story board  

The inspection boards indicate plenty of activity within the hives. The inspection board 
shown above tells one hive’s story, with dark brood cappings under frames 2-4 (at the 

bottom of the photo). Lighter-colored wax cappings are from decapping of honey 
frames stored in the hive, while dropped pollen parcels indicate food being stored in 

frames 5-7. The photo was taken on March 10, 2018.  

In like a lion 

March weather is notoriously fickle, and the say-
ing goes that when March comes ‘in like a lion’ it 
will go ‘out like a lamb’. 

We’ve certainly experienced the ‘lion’ part: snow, 
winds and freezing March temperatures have 
been a bit of a shock after February’s warmth, 
and it seems that for now spring has been put on 
hold. The bees have taken advantage of any rea-
sonably warm and sunny day to get out of their 
hives, causing veritable bee traffic jams at the 
entrances, but for the most part the bees have 
been confined to their hives. It’s been far too cold 
to carry out detailed hive inspections and we can 
only guess at what is really going on inside the 
hives. The best we could do is to keep monitoring 
the weight of the hives and to peek in the top 
boxes to check on food supplies available for the 
bees.   

Last year, March temperatures were much more 
conducive to beehive inspections, and our notes 
indicate that on March 21 2017 our strongest hive 
had 12 frames of brood spread over three boxes, 
along with queen cells and flying drones. We split 
the hive at that stage to take advantage of the 
bee population explosion and the developing 
queen cells. 

Will the bees be at a similar stage of development 
in mid-March 2018? We’ll only really know when 
we can get into the hives for proper inspections. 
We will certainly be keeping a close eye on the 
weather, and make sure that we are ready to in-
spect the hives, make splits and/or catch swarms 
just as soon as the weather improves. March may 
well go ‘out like a lamb’, and if that is the case 
beekeepers will have plenty of work to do to keep 
up with their fast-developing hives. 

- Hilary Forsyth 


