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LCBA meeting Monday, September 17, 2018 

Topic: Varroa mite treatment and fall hive management 

The September LCBA meeting will be held on Monday, September 17 2018.  LCBA Vice 
President Mike Wooton, and LCBA Secretary Pat Rizenbergs will discuss preparing hives 
for the winter, including varroa mite treatments and other fall hive management tasks.  

Doors to the meeting open at 6pm for general discussion, followed by a brief business 
meeting at 6.30pm, with Mike and Pat’s presentation at 7pm. Refreshments will be 
served after the meeting.  

Mike’s Ramblings: A note from LCBA Vice President Mike Wooton 

Fall is Upon Us  

Now is the time for all beekeepers to come to the 
aid of their bees.  

Just talked to a first time beekeeper (from last 
Year) and his bees left sometime in the spring.  
He did not even look at his hives very early in the 
spring.  He  plans to do better next time.  Isn’t 
that what we all say when everything doesn’t go 
as planned.  We must always keep a watch over 
our hives and make corrections when needed. 

Our next meeting on Monday the seventeenth 
September will be about fall management; which 
means getting ready for winter.  Remove supers, 
check for mites and treat, make sure your bees 
have enough food supply, and plan wind breaks 
etc.  Also address any additional problems you 
see.  We are asking for anyone who wants to dis-
cuss things that they do for their Fall manage-
ment.  Pat Rizenbergs and I will be giving a talk 
on what is needed in the Fall. 

We should have recommendations for new offi-

cers this next meeting and anyone can nominate 
or volunteer to be an officer. It is my hope that 
some of the younger members will step into some 
of our shoes and become the future leaders of 
our club.  As we get older we realize that our fu-
ture is in the younger generation.  We also love 
to hear new ideas. 

I am still amazed and excited when I see how our 
bees react to different situations.  I have one hive 
that has decided to attack sometimes when I take 
the top cover off.  I really need to get into that 
hive and correct any problem. 

Looking forward to the next meeting! 

Mike Wooton 

Vice President, LCBA 

Mikewooton@hotmail.com    606-492-5228 

 

Check out the LAKE CUMBERLAND BEEKEEPERS 
web site for information on our club and for addi-
tional information about bees. 

BEE KIND TO OUR BEES!!!! 
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Report on Dorothey Morgan’s presentation at the August 2018 meeting 

Following the business meeting held on August 20 
2018, Dorothey Morgan presented the evening’s 
program on queen management and hive evalua-
tion.  Starting with 2 hives in 2010 her apiary has 
grown in 9 years to 30-50 hives buying only 
queens not bees as she believes that package 
bees are full of viruses. In the past several years 
she has become an expert on queen rearing and 
mite biting queens in particular.  

Dorothey’s main points on queen management:  

1) the queen is the heart of the hive and if you 
do not have a fertile queen, the hive is not 
sustainable.  

2) Work carefully in the hive as most of the 
damage to the queen is done by the bee-
keeper.  

3) You do not have to see the queen every time 
you are in the hive. When you find capped 
brood, larva, and eggs in the hive you know 
the queen is there.  

4) Big is always better!  A large queen contains 
more eggs and spermatozoa.  

5) Buy locally grown queens for a higher quality 
product. Commercially produced queens are 
not always fertile or strong. 

6)  The queen’s traits are more important than 
her breed. You should select either a VSH 
(varroa sensitive hygenic) queen for requeen-
ing as the bees will be able to detect and re-
move varroa pupa from a capped cell or a 
mite bitter queen that will produce bees that 
attack varroa mites in the hive. 

Dorothey’s main points on hive evaluation:  

1) Number of bees in the hive should be strong.  

2) The brood pattern should be solid across the 
frames and not spotty indicating a weak 
queen.  

3) You must check for eggs not just capped 
brood and requeen if necessary. You can add 
a frame of eggs from another hive or pur-
chase a new queen.  

4) You need to check for the varroa mite load 
and treated if necessary. Be sure to alternate 
the mite treatments from year to year to 
avoid the mites developing a resistance.  

5) Check to see if the hive has an adequate food 
supply.  This particularly important during 
times of nectar dearth.  Bees will eat the 
larva if the hive is barren of food.  

 Dorothey also discussed several ways to requeen 
a hive and the importance  of introducing a new 
queen into a hive properly.  The hive should be 
queenless for several days and the queen cage 
should be placed so that the bees are able to feed 
the queen and touch and smell her. The bees will 
not accept a new queen over one already in the 
hive unless you use a double screen board to 
separate them.  

  In closing Dorothey mentioned that covering a 
screened bottom board using window screening 
with the smaller openings will help keep out the 
small hive beetles and still provide desirable ven-
tilation. 

- Pat Rizenbergs, LCBA Secretary 

With the meadows cut and the hay bales stored, 
and a welcome drop in the temperature following 
half an inch of rain, the breath of Fall is in the air. 
Summer heat may well return briefly, but we 
know for sure that the bees note the change of 
the season just as we do.  

Worker bees are busy bringing in pale yellow rag-
weed pollen and darker orange goldenrod pollen, 
along with goldenrod nectar. White asters are 
coming into bloom now, increasing the available 
nectar supply. The last of the drone bees are be-
ing evicted from the hives—sorry, guys, your 

work here is done—and the queen bees will be 
laying eggs that will become the long-lived winter 
bees. 

We have already treated our hives for varroa 
mites, but we’ll be testing mite levels again now 
to make sure that  our treatment was successful.  

Besides checking for eggs and healthy brood, 
we’ll be noting how many frames of stores are in 
each hive, and assessing whether the bees need 
supplemental feeding over the winter.  

- Hilary Forsyth 

Casey County Bees  



3 

 

LCBA Newsletter September 2018 

4-H Beekeeping update 

4-H Beekeeping is starting back September! This 

year the kids will be extracting honey and work-

ing in their hives. We are hoping to grow our 

membership and get more kids involved in bee-

keeping this year, so if you know of any youth 

interested please send them our way. If you have 

any suggestions on lessons or activities we can 

do with the kids please feel free to share them 

with Beth or Meagan. 

We want to thank everyone in LCBA for helping 

us start this program and supporting our efforts. 

We especially would like to thank Dorothey Mor-

gan, who has done so much for us from donating 

a hive, supporting our group, and offering advice, 

she has been truly instrumental in the formation 

of the 4-H Beekeeping program. Also Roger Baird 

for all of his help teaching all our Jr.Beekeepers, 

and Tony Saylor for his donation of a hive. We 

also want to thank everyone else who has made 

donations to our club and helped us meet the 

matching funds for our PRIDE grant.  We are so 

grateful to everyone and hope that 4-H Beekeep-

ing and LCBA can continue to support one an-

other. We are looking forward to another great 

year! 

Meagan Lucas 
Pulaski County Extension Agent for 
4-H Youth Development 
28 Parkway Dr. 
P.O. Box 720 
Somerset, KY 42502-0720 
Office: 606-679-6361 
Fax: 606-679-6271 
Email: meagan.lucas@uky.edu 
  
Follow us (Twitter): @PulaskiCo4HKY 
Like us (Facebook): Pulaski County 4-H   
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September 29, 2018 KQBBAI Seminar 

See following page for registration form 
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September 28, 2018 free event:  Looking at Mites under Microscopes 
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September 29, 2018 KQBBAI Seminar Pre-Registration Form 


